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A ?i;i< tjSAi of the tniin of events, wliich led to the 
tragical fate of the Princi'ss Kishini Koorvr ofOodai- 
poor, as given in Sir Joliii hlalcolin’s “Central In- 
dia'’, having made a deep impression on the Author’s 
mind, and suggested the idea, that the subject might 
be formed into a dramatic ])iec<*, in t lie shape of a 
Tragedy, the Author commenced writing it several 
years ago, more as a recreation in his leisure hours, 
and to comply with the wishes of some of his friends, 
than with any intention of printing and publishing 
the productiom 

Since the work has been linished, several English 
Gentlemen have perused it, and some of them being 
the Author’s friends, were kind enough to express 
lavourable opinions regarding it. Such encomiums 
the Author entirely attributes to their friendly par- 
tiality and indulgence, rather than to any intrinsic 
merits ot the compo.sition itself, which, he knows, it 
does not possess. Latterly, His Highness the Rajah, 
the master of the Author, having expressed a wish, 
that this work should be printed in His Press, which 
the Travancore Government had lately established 



i4n:rA(;K. 


-it (hi? [)!a(*r, it was done so, in obedience lo tha 
wjxito ()j Hits }li}j;hness, wlio, i! is needless to men- 
fion, slatulsso liighlv disUiiguished among the Prin- 
ces ol HindoosUn for eniightened views and mu- 
nifieeiiee in encouraging all sorts of Hlerarv pursuits, 
as well as Scientific researches. 

Thus, a piece, merely written for private amuse- 
ment, is become at once an object of public gaze, and 
it's (MTors, which privacy had thrown a friendly shade 
upon, stand now j)rominently forth in the glaring 
light of publicity. Under these circumstances, the 
Author, being well aware of his utter insufficiency, 
io produce a literary work of this kind, and of the 
manifold demerits of the present production, has no- 
thing ](d‘f him hut humbly to apologize to the pub- 
lic for Ins having assumed the responsible character 
of art Autlror, and lo crave their utmost indulgence 
in tlu'iv judgments upon the drama, in question. To 
the British critic the Autlior has only to observe, 
that this is the production of a Natioa of Hindoos- 
tan : and this simple statement, it is hoped, will not 
onlv be sntiicient to !>lunl his shafts of justly merit- 
ed c(>n.snn‘, but, also calculated to make him view, wdtli 
a favourable eye, this puiiy attempt at an English 
■ Iramatic conqrosition by a foreigner. 

THE AUTHOR. 

Till. VANDliL M ; 

Fchniarif 1840. " 
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Men. 


Pfomeu. 


Miiim Siny, Raj all of Joud.- 
poor. 

Savoi Sing, liis Dewan. 

His Moonshy. 

His General. 

vtaggut Sing, the Rajali of Jai- 

poor. 

His Bitcksliy. 

His Sycophant. 

Maha Ranah, the Rajah of 
Oodaipoor. 

Adject Sing, his favourite. 

Sugvau Sing, the Chief of Ka- 
radar, and a relation of Ma- 
ha Ranah. 

Officers, Servants, &c. 

Holkar. 

His Minister, a Brahmin. 

Ameerkhan, Holkar’s Gene- 
ral. 

Ameerkhan’s Jemadar. 

Ho.’s Brother~in-law» 
Oo.'s Khansamah. 


Queen of Oodaipoor. 
Kishun Koovur, her 
Daughter, 

Chaiidboi, sister of Maha 
Ranah. 

Maid of Kisluin Koovur* 




KISHUN KOOVUR. 


ACT THE FIRST. 

SCENE J. A MAGNIFrCENT HALL IN’ THE r,\LACE OF 
JOUDPOOR. TIME, EMILY IN THE MORNING. 


Enier Maui) Shnj the Rajah. 

Maun. 1 am in a stnimj^c dilemma, imleed : I 
know, 111}’ ,i)ewaii Savoi Sinij is a daug-erous man ; 
can 1 get rid oi’ him by dismissing him at oiiee from 
his Otiice ? No! It is hazardous ; for he will surely 
instigate all (he malcontent Sirdars of my Durbar, 
and raise cous])iraeies against me. And how can T 
retain him, who would liave Ditokiil Sing to be placed 
on tlie tliroue '( He is naturally very obstinate, and 
always violently bent on wbatever becomes the object 
of his pursuit :-~but here he comes. 



KISHUN KOOVUR. 


ACT 1. 




EnUr Savor Sing. 

Savoi. Sir, the tranquillity and tlie peace of this 
kingdom require, that I should be positive in urging 
the necessity of admitting the claims of Dliohul Sing 
to the throne. : the general voice of the people must 
convince You fully, how dangerous it is to withhold 
it from its lawful owner. 

Maun. Do you suppose, Dewan, that I am igno- 
rant of my duty towards our deceased sovereign, my 
broiher, Bkeem Singl Am I so ungrateful as to de- 
prive his o;ily son, the amiable Prince Dliohul Sing, 
of his right ? No ! God forbid, that 1 myself sliould 
become my own bitterest enemy, by acting against 
the reasonable dictates of my conscience ! But he not 
hasty ; I will in the first place make some* needful 
arrangements in all the inqiortant affairs of the realm, 
and then shall lose no time in placijig the Prince 
upon the musnud of his father ; do you understand 
ihe ? 

Savoi. Ay, perfectly Sir ! ( aside ) His lust ot 
power is too strongly rooted in him to be subdued 
by ordinary means of persuasion ; but the stratagem 
which I have already deviced has a great chance of 
success in this afiair. (io Maun Sing) Your reasons 
on this point are very excellent ; but to apprise You 
of some other important matter was the chief er- 
rand of my coming to You so early in the morning. 

Maun. What is it, Dewan? 

Savoi. Why, Sir, it is about Kishun Koovw\ the 
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mosf beautiful and accompli-^hed Princess of Oodai- 
poor, who, You know, had bt^en already betrothed to 
our deceased monarch, Lhem Siiu/. 

Mam, Weil, this being- a matter of great conse- 
quence, I wisli to have a long conference willi you a- 
boutit ; but an urgent business requires, that 1 should 
leave you for a little whde. ( Exit } 

Savdi A considerable time ago 1 have written a 
letter to my friend at Jaipour : it must certainly have 
exeited in the heart of Ja(f</nt Siiu/ the desire of 
oiuaiiiing the liaud of Kishun kovvur. I cannot coin- 
prihend, why the answer is delayed so long. — But 
here comes the Moonshee ! 

Jvnixr (M<H)Hs}tee U'hh a leilcr in Jiia hand. 

Muon. Sir, 1 iiave just received this letter ex- 
press by the Dank of Jai]io(jr, w'hich according to 
your order I have brought lo ytui immediately, 

Savui "Well done! come o[)eu and read it to me. 
Moon. ( Opens and reads j I received your favor 
of the l-d.h ultimo, and when 1 had read it to tlie 
‘‘ Ilajah, it kitsdled in him the fire of love to a de- 
gree beyond belief, in eonsequenee of which, he 
‘‘ immediately dispatched his letters to Oodaipoor, 
“ and lias lately received a satisfactory answer from 
Maha lianah, who having acecjded his suit, ex- 
presses his particular pleasure in having him for 
“ his soii-in-Iaw, in preference to all other princes 
of Rajapootauah,” 
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ACT 1. 


Saroi. This is very unlbrlusiate, indeed ; his sne- 
ecss seems lo he certain; but. I did not ex])ept that 
it would so soon corae to that point. Moonsliee, 
we must prevent this from takin;j,- place at all events. 

Moon. Do you mean the marriage between Jag- 
gul Sing and the Princess of Oodaipoor ? 

Savoi Ay, to be sure, the same. 

Moon. Why Sir, wa.s it not your.self, wdio incited 
Jaggnt Sing to sue for lliivS matrimonial alliance ? 

Savoi. Yes, what then ? I did it for no other pur- 
pose than to raise commotions and bloodshed in the 
states of Rajapootanali, and thereby to attain the ob- 
ject 1 liavt! ill view. 

Moon. Surciy, this is an impenetrable iny.stery ! 
Put. Sir, how can you prevent it now, after tiie mat- 
ter is gone so iar ? 

Savoi. Ay, to prevent it ? nothing is easier, — but 
Itere the Rajah comes, wiliidraw to the next room 
and come back agaiji when 1 am alone. ( Exit 
Moonshve.) 

Enter Mann Sing. 

Maun. Well, Dewan, you seem to be very pensive ; 
pray wliat have you to tell me about Kishun Koovur ? 

Savoi. Why, Sir, the subject is too serious to be 
disregarded, because, when the honor of this Court 
is at stake, I connot help being restless. You know 
already, Sir, that the hand of this Princess had been 
long ago promised to our deceased monarch. 
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Mavn. 1 do , but ivliat tlieii ? 

Suvot. Why, Hir, fehall we tamely suiTer I he prize lo 
be borne away by Ja<i(/ut tJie Rajali of Jaipoor ? 

Maun. By no means! Is any (lung stirring now' a- 
bont a nuptial treaty between the Courts oi' Jai| oor 
and Oodaipoor? 

Suvoi. Oh, Sir, the business is almost finislied ; I 
am disgusted at tlie very tliought of it: this intatua- 
tf^d Maliu lianuh of Oodaipoor lias already fixed his 
ehoice upon Jagmt Sitnj, us his son-in-law, and the 
marriage is likely to he eelchruled within a very siiort 
time. 

Maun. This is too bad ! We must support our 
elaiiiis, and preserve our honour at all hazards. 

iSavoi. Yes, are in tlse right ; but how can we 
eiiect it, unless wo go to war with Your rival Juj^ut 

Maun. Ay, it is inijmssible ; let us then, with a11|ios“ 
sible expiedition, procure first the alliance oi Scindia, 
and then let us try to get succour iVom the British 
Government through the means of* Yir John, Malcolm^ 
who resides now at Delhi. 

Savoi. I shall lose no time in doing every thing 
that is practicable in this weigidy aiTair ; and God will 
doubtless grant us success in this our jtist undertak- 
ing. ( Exit Maun Sing) Ha, lie is completely caught ; 
now 1 will teach him to bow to my superior wisdom ; 
I w'lll, by my magic, render his crowui more ponde- 
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rous to him, tiian be ever tliousht it would be, and 
then reduce him lo the necessity of divesting hirased’ 
of that burden, w'lieh he wid of course be very glad 
lo pul upon l!)e head of Dhohui Smg, 

Elder Moonshee. 

]\foon. I am ready at your service ; have you any 
cointnauds ibr me ? 

Savoi, Yes, I would have you write two letters, one 
to Scindia, and the other to Sir J.ihn Malcolm, re- 
questing their assistance iu tlie war, which we are 
going lo wage against J a jut Sinj. 

Moon. I will write tliem both presently [sits down 
to write), 

Savoi. {Traverses the roomin deep mcdlUdion, and 
after a pause addresses the Moonshee) Well, have 
you done ? 

Mojh. Yes, Sir, here are the letters; please to 
sign iliem, 

Savoi. {Sijns and delivers (hem ajain to the Moon- 
shee) Here, lake them, and send liieni imiiiediatoly 
by the Dauk of this day ; but stop, write another 
to Jajjiit Sing, in whicli apprize him fully and faith- 
fuily of wdiai is going on here against him ; and let 
him know likewise, that he sliali have reason to re- 
petit, if he should not exert himself iu making vigor- 
0 IS preparations to supjiort his claim to Kishun Koo- 
viir, whom her father has already promised him in 
marriage. Do you understand my meaning ? 
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Moon. Ay, as clearly as there is a sim in the sky. 
(u'rites arid (jives the letters). 

Savoi. [lieiurns it after signiiKj) Come, make all 
possible haste and send this letter to Jaipoor, that it 
may reach there in proper time. 

Moon. Very well, Sir, I will obey your commands 
punctually ; hut pray, Sir, why do you excite and en- 
coura'^e both Mann Sing and his rival at once? I 
am entirely at a loss to account for this glaring in- 
consistency in your conduct. 

Savoi. This is nothing hut a common political ma- 
ncever ; do you understand ? 

Moon. Not so clearly, Sir ; will you be so kind as 
to explain to me the meaning of that mysterious 
word political ? 

Savoi. Ay, it refers to an abstruse science, in 
whicli are laid down certain rules, whereby the most 
d;:testal)lc vices are made to pass for exalted vir- 
tues, and the man is taught to change like thecamelion 
according to circumstances ; l)ut none but those, who 
have any talents for it, can learn this science to any 
advantage and perfection. 

Moon. Thank God, I have no talents for such an 
abominable science ! But why do you trouble your 
head about it, and what profit do you expect to reap 
frojti it ? 

Savoi. You empty headed simpletons are but kerj 
poor judges of the noble deeds of us, statesmen. My 
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head, you know, is well stocked with many devices,, 
contrivances, systems, and plans of all descriptions. I 
should be wanting- in my duty towards society, if I 
would not make use of some of them in this critical 
juncture, in establishing the public tranquillity of liiis 
stale, which is now sadly disturbed by this usurper. 

Moon, Very true, Sir; but I’emember also, you may 
be wanting in your du‘y towards yourself, if you do 
not preserve that head (or as you would have it, (hat 
store house) from external injury; because, 1 know, 
either the brains are knocked out of buch heads, aj» 
you represent yours to be, or sometimes they are se- 
vered entirely from their seat ; but God preserve yours, 
which 1 hope you will carry safe on your shoulders. 

Savoi. Pshaw ! Pusillanimity is undoubtedly the 
cause of many groundless fears and gloomy anticipa- 
tions ; but enough now ! (Extant; 

SC'LKE IL A StTPliUE SALOON IN THE PALACE 
OF JAIPOOH. 

Elder Jag(jtit Sing, the Eajali, Ids Buckshy^ and a 
Sycopkanl. 

Jaygut. So, by the last letter, Maun Sing seems 
determined to wage war mill me, on account of 
Kishun Koovur. Weil, Buckshy, what answer have 
you received from Sir John Malcolm^ about the alliance 
of the British Government, which we have solicited 
through his means ? 
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Bitch. Sir, the answer unrortunately is iiegatiTe ; 
but luckily the same reply, 1 am told, was given to 
our enemy ; of course, the English will remain neu- 
tral in our present contest. 

Jaggid. So mucli the better — then let us apply to 
Hollar for his aid ; he will 1 dare say be very glad 
to assist me in this affair ; because 1 am informed, 
that Scindia, in compliance with the request of Maun 
Sing, has already despatched part of his army to 
.Toudpoor, under the command of tw^o of Ids Sirdars 
to assist him. 

Bud. Very true ; Hollar will send us a large 
army, but it will cost us very dear, on account of the 
enormous expences, which these auxiliaries will o~ 
blige us to undergo. 

Jaggut. Ay, to he sure, that is ;i serious business. 

Syro. But tlie ine.stimabh' beauty of Kishun Aco- 
vur is worth all tlie gold oi' the world : and shew me. 
who but our Rajah is worthy to possess her ? 

Buck. None, indeed: but the just prince musi 
always disregard his personal liappiness, when he is 
sure that tlie public welfare of his country is to be 
atfected thereby. 

Jaggut. Ay, but you are WTong there : will not: 
the reputatitm of Jaipoor be eclipsed, if the Rajah of 
Joudpoor marry the Princess of Oodaipoor ? what 
think you of tliat ? 

Buck. Oh ! that is a different case altogether, which 
certainly requires our particular attention. 
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(f.o ihp. Rajah) Your Highness’ arg’iiment 
is incontrovertible, (la liiickshif ) Are you now fully 
convinced of the ])ropriet.y and neees.sity of under- 
taking tliis v\'ai', be its expcnices vvlial: they may i 

Buck. Yes, I am. (aside) Mon'over, 1 am wadi con- 
vinced of the strengtli of the argument, which flatter- 
ers adduce in .sup})orl of their credulous masters, (ia 
the Rajah) Then J shall immediately write a letter to 
Ilolkar upon this subject (.v/V.v down to write). 

Jagi/id. (to Siicophani) Well, my friend, what is 
your opinion about l.he advantages of our sublunary 
state. 

Sgea. Ydiy, Sir, 1 value it only oii account of the 
riclujs and pleasures wind) it contains. 

Jaijijut, 1 am of the same opinion with you ; but 
many, 1 knowg are not satisfied with my conduct ; 
and you know already there are murniurs against me 
in the city. 

Syco. Ay, some wretches, who are ignorant of tlie 
true nature of things, and being deluded by some old 
books, are foolish enough, to desire tlic world to be 
new' modelled according to tlieir cJiimerical plans ; 
let us leave them to themstdves, and follow quietly 
the dictates of oiir reason. 

Jaygut, But they sayg and maintain, that love of 
women, wine and all other luxuries of tlie kind, are 
so many vices, which are surely to be ])unished in 
the next world I I myrself cannot help shuddering 
at the very thought of hell. 
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Sifco. Ay, the esst-nlial part of priestcraft consists 
ill keeping the credulous eoustautly in awe of future 
punishment. 

Juggvt. Are there any arguments, to annihilate 
tlieir fantastical notions? 

Syco. Oh ! the best ones, Sir—The strong in- 
stinctive impulses of the five senses, the tascinating 
power of the fair sex, and the other enjoyments, arc 
not human inventions : and since they are the works 
of God, whom they allow to he just and merciful, 1 
do not think, that these temptations were created by 
Mini as so many traps, merely to ensnare his poor 
creatures, in order that Me may torment tliem after- 
wards in hell, and feast his divine eyes and ears with 
their misery and groans ! 

Jaggut. Surely, you have completely reasoned me 
out of my fears ; ( lo Buckshy ) what say you about 
these arguments, which seem to he unauswx*rable ? 

Buck. Why, Sir, A'our Highness may, if You 
please, honour his frenzy witli the name of argu- 
ments ; hut my humble opinion is, that the noble 
theme of future reward and punishment, for our good 
and bad deeds, is so clearly demonstrated, that it is 
too bright to be obscured by the gloom of sophistry ; 
and the reasons upon which it is founded, are already 
sanctioned by divine injunctions — consequently, they 
are like so many immoveable rocks, which cannot be 
overturned by the hands of the children of igno- 
rance. But be that as it may, my letter to Holkar 
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is finished ; will You be pleased to sign and seal it, 
Sir? 

Jaggui Ay^ give it to me, ( reads ) it is very well 
written ; ( signs, seals and returns it to Buclcshg J, come, 
take it, and let it be despatched forthwith. 

Buck. I will send it away immediately, ( Exit ) 
Jaggui. Well, my friend, you see my Buckshy en- 
tirely differs from our opinion ; of course, he may 
view my present preparations of war in a different 
light from what we see them in. 

Syco. Perhaps he may ; but what is it to us ? We 
must not lose sight of Kishnn Koovur. 

Jaggui. IS!o, that we never shall ! (Exeunt ) 

SeiJNE ill. A SPAClOliS HALL IN A nUNGAJ,OW Nli'AIt 
THE PORT OF BllAMrOOUA. 

Enter Jasuent Bow llolkar, Ids Minister ( a Brahmin ), and 
Ameerkhaii Ids General. 


Holkar. In chimerical hopes of extirpating tlie 
English from Hindoostan, we have in vain exhausted 
all our resources, and strained every nerve, in this 
unhappy war with the English Government, and 
which at last has thus terminated in our disgrace 
and ruin, and left us the shameful experience of our 
folly, as well as their superiority over us, in every 
respfect. 
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Ameer, Yes, but I am at a l{)ss to account fstr the 
blindness of the divine decree, which li.-is ordained, 
that these ])arbari,ins, the most detestable Kufj'crs, 
the wetirers of hats, should become ihe Mastcms of 
IJiiidoostan. 

Miuister, It is the will of our Clods 1 And it, has al- 
ready been foretold in our Pitnnias, that this onr 
holy land should be overrun !)y barbariatis, o!' what 
description soever they may be, whetiier Musselinans, 
Europeans, or any otbcr Foreigners. . 

Ameer. Then you seem to make no distinction be- 
tween true believers, and those tlie very meanest of 
the Nasaraiiies, the EnL>lisli ? lia! ha ! ha! 

MAnhter, Oh, Sir, the distinction is too striking' 
to escape even tlie eye of a snperticial beholder; i)ul 
it is unquestionably in favour ul’the ifnglish Nation, 

Ameer. Then you will })refer the English Oo- 
vernmeiit to that of the Mussebnans in this country , 
will you ? 

Minister. 1 do not understand you well, Sir ; f 
think you would have me allow, that Musselinans had 
at one time discliarged the duties of Government in 
this country ; is that your meaning 'i 

Ameer, My meaiiiiig! strange folly indeed. Is 
there any doubt that Musselinans have been in pos- 
session of Hiiidoostan for a long time? 

Minhier. AVho is doubting of that i But, now T 
perceive our mistake : it lie's in the meaning of 
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the term Govemment. If you suppose this word to 
he synonymous with brutish tyranny, our controversy 
is at an end ; because, I ^n-ant, tlie Mounds have ty- 
rannized over us, for six or seven centuries, and 
treated us rather like slaves, than lawful subjects. 

Ameer. Ha! lia ! lia ! ha ! Pray, Sir, what is yuur 
definition then of the wmrd GovernMcnt, 

Mhiidcr. Governmenl is nothing- else but the es- 
tablisliment of a legal authority, to make proper use 
of the united pow'er of the whole society, in securing 
the reasonable liberty and privileges of every one 
of its members, and checking eacli individual from 
encroaching upon the rights of others, and thus pre- 
serving the community from mischiefs of every de- 
scription, 

Amccr. Keep your hraminical subtilities to your- 
self; mere play of words! 1 have not philoso])hy e- 
nough to trouble my head about them. But, be that 
as it may, wus not our (fovernment very liberal, and 
consequently favourable to all classes of Hindoos ? 

Minuter. Yes, it wois so, to those who had chosen 
abject slavery as the only means of preserving their 
lives and property ; but to ail others it was rather 
a scourge than a Government, because nothing w^as 
safe under it. There is scarce any Town, Village, 
Pagoda, or any sacred place whatever, in Hindoos- 
tan, which does not exhibit some marks of your ra- 
pacity, depradations, and the violence of your reli- 
gious bigotry. 
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Ameer. 1 know wry wo!), that you idolaters al- 
ways hate our pure religion ; the English arc not su- 
perstitious pagans like you, but we consider them 
infidels ; because, tli(*y brand our Prophet with the 
epithet of Imposter, and call their’s (be Son of God. 
However both of us, ChristianivS and Mahomedans, 
being your natural enemies, what reason have you 
to prefer one to t,he other ? 

Minister. My reasons are quite obvious ; in the 
first place, the Christian religion is as mild as that of 
the Brahmins ; they propagate it by gentle means 
of persuasion. The very sull'ering of their prophet 
corroborates fully their assurance, (hat divine bles- 
sings are not to be gaiiu'd by slaughler and rapine, 
but by humility alone. And 1 need not say, tliat your 
religion owes its success to sword and fire. 

Ameer. Pray, let me know, what you think about 
your own religion. 

Minister. As to our religion, it is as old as the 
world itself; and in consequence, I allow, it is full of 
absurd ceremonies, mysteries, and superstition ; but 
then it contains also the best prece})ts founded on 
solid virtue and wisdom. 

Ameer. Ha! ha! ba! Well, if so, does it not ap- 
pear the w'ork of the devil rather than the revelation 
Irom Cod t because, you yourself allow, tliat it is full 
of superstitions and absurdities ; dont you ? 

Minister, Tes, 1 do; but shew me, if there is any 
religion, wbicli is destituie of superstition of one kind 
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or Ollier ; because 1 know, the emissaries of the de- 
^'i]J who are as bus}^ in India as in Arabia, and who 
always become llie commentators of many of the ab- 
struse and ambiguous passages oi’ tlie sacrod books, 
convert many to their owui fraternity, and thus 
make use of the same divine instrument, to corrupt 
mankind, This instance is fully corroborated every 
wln re, by the formation of many divisions among the 
ibijoAvei'.s of the same religion. But be that as it may, 
shew' me il'you can, wdietlicr tliere be any such mild 
and just government as that of tlic English, wherein 
the I'ights and liberties of tlie subject are, so much 
respected, and ail religions not only tolerated, but 
even encouraged in a great degree '! 

Ameer. This shamefal tamene,ss ol" the cowardly 
race of tlie lliiidoos bus rendered them slaves to ail 
the invaders. ( to Ilolkar) Is not Your defeat owing 
to the cow'ardiee of Your courtiers, who do not liesi' 
tate to praise otir foe, even in Yhur presence ? 

Minister. Ob ! not in the least, Sir ; we have done 
all that was practicalile in the war against the Jhig- 
iisb ; but it is true as our Maha Rajah observed, that 
we are at last fully convinced of our inferiority to 
them in wisdom and courage ; and 1 dare say, all these 
disasters are the fruits of your rashness in underva- 
luing the merits of the great Jhigli.sh nation. 

Ilolkar. (interrupts them. ) The.se foolish contro- 
versies are of no avail, (to Ameer) I would have 
you march at the head of part of the army, with all 
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pof^sible expedition to Jaipoor, to assist Jujvjut Siiicj, 
wlio lias a})plied lor my aid in the war, wiiiidi lu; lias 
lately decdare.d a-^aiust his rival Mtiun Sitn/. 

Ameer. I will lose no time in oheyin;^- Your com- 
mands, {Exit) 

IJolJi'ar, (to the d/ia/s'/cr) 1 employ ll use Pataais on 
account ol' their bravery ; but as to their reli'^ion and 
government, they are by no meaiiS i'avourable to aiiy 
other nation but their own. Eul our [u-udcnce re- 
quires, that we should not altem|,tt to inteii' na' with 
Of oppose their strong rooted prejudices. Mind that ! 

(' Exeunt ) 


ACT THE SECOND. 


SCHNE I, A KOYAL IMVIEION lUTeUEO ON A PLAIN ; 

AN IVORY TIJKONE iN THE MIDDLE OE IT, Wl'l'll 
SEVERAL { HAIRS AROUND; A DISTANT VIEW 
OR A RIVER AND HILLS. 

Enter JckjijuI Shuj and sits doicu on the Throne. 

Indeed ! tins is a very critical juncture. 1 have 
already lahen the held in person ; Ameerkhau, though 
hourly expected, is not yet arrived; shall 1 hazard the 
battle with my own troop.s alone, uuassisU'd ? jNo ! 
It would be a rash step surely; but here comes my 
BuckAty ; 1 know he has a very wise head, though his 
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prudence makes him now and then a little too slow 
in Ids proceedings. 


Enicr Buckshy, 

Buchhy. God he praised! I came to inform You, 
that Jvieerklian is just arrived witli his head quart- 
ers, and is readj^ to wait upon Your Highness ; shall 

1 bring bim in ? 

Jaijyut. Bring him, to be sure ; 1 am all impatience 
to see him. 

ijnakshy. Very well, Sir. ( Goes and returns with 
/J meerklutn, who salutes the Rajah with salarns, pre- 
sents him with eleven nwhurs, and stands before him 
with pn found respect and down cast eyes ), 

Jay jut, ( Returns his salani, and permits him to 
sit down on a chair at his riyhi side). How is your 
health, Sir ? You seem fatigued by your forced mar- 
ches from Biiam|)Oora. 

Ameer. 1 am quite well, and ready toYourser- 
vice ; my fatigue is nothing, when I consider the no- 
ble errand of coming here, to have the honor of pay- 
ing my homage personally at Your feet, and of ser- 
ving Your Highness in the cause, which I know is 
just. 

Jaycjnt. Are you then convinced of the propriety 
of my claim to the hand of Kishun Koovur, and of 
tlie necessity of my taking hostile measures against 
Maun Shuj/y my rival? 
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Ameer. Ay, perfectly well, Sir ; her father was 
very right in chusing You for has son -in-]aw ; who 
can doubt the right of a father to dispose of bis 
daughter ? 

Jaggut. Tliough you are a Musselman, you s(;eni 
to have a competent knowledge of our laws. 

Ameer. Ay, Hindoostan being my native country, 

I am in some degree acquainted with your customs 
and manners, and I cannot help admiring your shas- 
iers, for the beauty of their wise precepts, which I 
dare say, are quite similar to the divine injunctions 
of our holy Alcoran, 

Jaggul. Your wisdom is proportionate to the re- 
putation, which you have justly acquired by your 
splendid exploits in Hindoostan; but now go and 
take rest, I have already preconcerted the plan of 
attack ; let us commence it tomorrow at a conveni- 
ent hour. Here, receive this from me, as a token of 
my particular regard for you. ( presents him with 
Khillat and Jewels.) 

Ameer. I cannot be sufficiently thankful for this 
kindness (receives the Khillat with a good grace ). 
1 will order my troops to be in readiness ; Your 
Highness may dispose of Your servant in any way 
You please. (Exit) 

Jagfjul. Well, Buchhg, this brave Patan Chief is 
very polite ; and seems to be sincerely determined to 
aflbrd rae every assistance in his power. 

Ihck. I hope he will be what he appears to be ; 
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but deeds rather Ilian words are the best pi oofs of 
one’s sincerity. 

JagcfuL To be sure they are ; hut what private in- 
formation have you received from the cam]> of Maun 
iSing. 

Buck. A A’ery satishictory om^ indeed : a spy tells 
me, that some of his Sirdars are dissatisfied, but the 
cause of it is not well known. 

Jugcfui. '\VJiat was the result of the skirmish, which 
our advanced guard has luui with one of their fora- 
ging parties. 

Buck. It was entirely in our favour, Sir ; some pri- 
soners, wiiO were taken in this alfair, assure me, thai;. 
their army, being divided in jiarties and factions, is 
not in a condition to iiglit. 

Japjiul. It is very lucky ; let us make haste llum, 
to lake advantage of iJiis circumstance, and attack 
them at once with our united forces. 

Buck. Ay, that is the best jilaii : \mi Atnccrkk-m 
being a iMiissehnan, and a soldier of fortune bv i'a,iik, 
enterprizjiig, unsteady, and subtle, he can assume 
any character, and put it olf at pleasure ; therefore, I 
would liave Your Highness be upon Your guard, 
that it may not be in his power to abuse Your con- 
fide nee, 

Jugejut. Oh ! there is no fear of that ; lie can have 
no other object in view but our interest ; let, us pro- 
ceed to operations. ( Exeunt J 
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SCENE II. A GKEEN VEEVET TENT. 

Enter Maun Shig^ ponEnr. 

Alas ! 1 am very iinforiunato ! What is to })e done 
DOW? Ilotii Jtapoogee Si'idia, and Svrja llou' (iJiata- 
kaijy who are sent by Siiidta to assist me, are actual- 
ly ravag'ini;' my country ! The disgraceful dcl’eat of this 
day is cerlainly owing to the disloyalty of some of my 
Sirdars, who are ill-advised by this scoundrel, my 
Dewan, Suvoi Sing. But here he comes. 

Enter Saim Sing. 

Savoi. ATy duly obliges me to inform you .sincere- 
ly, tliat our entire overthrow is inevitable ; the Sir- 
dars will not do their duty punctually, unless they 
behold their lawful sovereign Dhokul Sing on the 
IMusnud; my persuading and exhorting them, in 
your behalf, is of no avail. 

Mann, Ay, on my behalf? A monstrous lie ! I 
know, you have made use of your persuasions and 
exliortations, but in a quite different way. 

Savoi. f aside ) He seems to have smelled the rat; 
no matter, he is entirely ensnared — I may bring him 
to any terms J like, {io Mann Sing) 1 do not under- 
stand you well, Sir. 

Maun. Don’t understand me ? So much the better ; 
but do you know whom you are speaking to ? 

Savoi, Ay, perfectly v/ell; to the usurper ofJoud- 
-poor ; your menacing looks and your authoritative tone 
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will not avail you any thing; I will henceforward 
consider myself to be my own master, and will do 
my duty to ray king and country, according to the 
dictates of my own conscience. ( Exit ; meets the 
Moonshee and addresses him ) Will you walk with me 
to my tent, Moonshee ? 

Moon. Ay, with all my heart ; any news. Sir ? 
Savoi. A very pleasant one ; Maun Sing shall soon 
meet the fate which he deserves : many ol' our Sirdars 
are ready to assist me in my designs against him. 
Jmeerkhan is to join our party, I will raise Dhokul 
Sing to the Throne without any delay ; thus you see 
my triumph is complete. These are the glorious deeds, 
which I have premeditated, and which my head has 
achieved within a very short time. 

Muon. Ay, very true ; but — 

Savoi. There is no need of your Buts, you 
know. 

Moon. I know, Sir ; but, what do you expect from 
all these your achievements ? 

Savoi. Why, Dhokul Sing shall have the name, and 
1 the power of the Rajah ; do you understand ? 

Moon. Yes, I do ; your proficiency in the Science 
of Politics is admirable, indeed ; but have a care, lest 
the indiscreet practice of it cost you your life, as it 
has done to many of its professors. 

Savoi. Don’t fear, I have enough of prudence : I 
am guided by it like yourself in every circumstance ; 
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but you sujffer timidity to pass for that virtue, which 
/would not. The difference between you and me 
is that, which consists between the timid and the 
brave. ( Exeunt) 


Maun Sing alone in his Tent.. 

Yes, my misfortune is complete ; I have now two 
formidable enemies to contend with : Savoi Siny at 
home, and Jaggut Sing abroad ! But here comes my 
brave General, who is my only confident now. 

Enter General. 

General. We are undone ! another attack, which 
is very likely to be made by the enemy, will certain- 
ly decide our fate. The whole of our artillery and 
ammunition fell into the hands of the enemy—if we 
do not reach soon our Capital, all of us will be taken 
prisoners, and perhaps fall a sacrifice to the rage of 
Savoi Sing, who bestirs himself with great diligence, 
and rides from tent to tent, in order to execute his 
black designs against Your Highness. 

Maun. ( after a long fame ) What has become of 
my private letter to Ameerkhan, which you have al- 
ready sent him by your confidential servant? Can he 
be gained over from our enemies ? 

General. I have just received a very favourable 
intimation on that subject; this private intercourse 
will I hope, be of very great use to us ; but I will 
tell You all, after our safe arrival at Joudpoor ; now 
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let us fly from this diui^cTOUs situation, and make the 
!)esl ol'our way to the Cajntal. 

Maun. If we must, we must ; corns, tlien, let us 
escape with those few faithful troojjs of our house- 
hold. (Exeunt.) 

SCE>’E III. AN OLD CUOULTUY ON THE BANK OF A 
LABGE TANK, NEAH A VILLAGE. 

Enter Joggvi Sing and Iris Sgeophant, 

Jaggut. God be praised! 1 have gained a signal 
victory over my eiuuny ; liis army is coni])]etely rou- 
ted ; Maau Sing, with the remainder of Ids troops, 
has shut liimseif up in the Fort of .loudjmor, wliich he 
will be obliged to surrender at last. 

Sgco. 'I’liis event I iiad already anticipated. 'J’lie 
beautiful Klshuii Koovur shall be Your’s, because 
Heaven Is always just, in rewarding merit. Did not 
I urge, the other day, the necessity of undertaking 
war, on tins score ‘i 

Jaggut. Yes, but the over-cautious policy of ray 
Biickshg would not easily yield to our preconcerted 
measure. 

Sgco. Thus, the excess of prudence, as I have- 
very often told You, prevejits peoide Iroin taking 
advantage of the favourable circumstances, which 
present themselves ; but, here he eome.s, let us drop 
the subject. 
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Enter rutclcshy in great agitation. 

Jugijiit. You seem I o be almost, breallilcss ! Pray, 
what is the mailer ? What, has happened to vou ? 

liitck. Tlie worst, Sir, not to me alone, l)UttoYour 
lii^hness, and io (lir kli)p;dom of Jaipoor. 

Jng<]ii!. Vvhy, in the name of wonder, what do 
you mean I 

Burk. We are hot rayed, undone, mined I What 1 
had anticipated is come to pass at last. .1 inerrkkan, 
by the instigation of Maun Sinf/, is now become our 
Oj>en enemy, lie, in eoiijunetion with some Sirdars 
of Joudpoor, has already defeated several divisions of 
our army, and taken from them all the ordnance 
and other trojdiies, which we have lately captured, 
atid has restored tliem to our enemy. 

Ja(]<jul. This is most unfortunate indeed! r>ut 
what iu lucemonts had he for doing so ? 

Jjiick. Yone, liiat I can see, Sir; but, under pre- 
tence of want of j)rovisions, a party ol‘ his lawhiss 
Patans wert' ])iliaging one of our lertile districts ; 
and the trooj).s that were stationed there, were oblig- 
ed to drive them out oi it by force of arms. This nn- 
forsecn eii-cumstance is said to have exasperated this 
unprincipled Musselman chief; but the fact is, that 
a private underslanding exists between him and 
Maun Sing. 

Jaggiit. Oh ! tliis my disaster is too heavy to be 
borne ! What to do, I know not ! 
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Buclc. I think it advisable, that we should decamp 
immediately, and marcli straight to our Capital, which 
will undoubtedly be ransacked, should we not reach 
it in proper time. 

JagcfUt. Thus, our triumph is changed into dis- 
grace. ! 

Syco. Ay, tliusthe wheel of fortune, whicli already 
lifted us to the .sky, has brought us to the ground 
by one single rotation. 

Jacjgut, Really, 1 now tliink, we mortals are doom- 
ed to sufi'er all sorts of reverses. 

Syco. Nay, many disa))pointments, crosses and 
privations of all descriptions. 

Jaggut. Ah ! wdiat are our conjectures, discu.s- 
Bions and debates about the probabilities of the future ? 
Nothing but the prattling of children. 

Syco. Ay, rather the chirping of birds; or, if You 
please, the howling of jackalls, and barking of dogs. 

Jaggut. My motives and reasons for undertaking 
this war, were just. 

Syco. So they were, but the result ol‘ it — 

Buck, Clearly points out, that our motives were 
wrong, and our reasons erroneous. ( aside ) The tongue 
of the Sycophant forms an admirable echo, to con- 
firm our poor prince in his delusion. ( to the Rajah 
aloud ) But we have no time to lose, let us hasten to 
Jaipoor. 
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Jaggut. Wait here a little while ; 1 will go and 
give the necessary orders for the despatch of my 
Zenanah. I will be back presently. {Exit) 

Buck. Is it not extraordinary, (hat harehiced flat- 
tery, consisting of downright falsehood and alisiirdi- 
ty, should pass for sincerity with Princes { 

SycQ. Ay, it is from this circuinstae.ee alone, that 
this great art has became a sort of current coin in 
all Durbars ; and I tliink, it is chiefly upon this that 
the safety and success of the courtier depend. 

Buck. Howf ? shew me ; wliere is your safety, if the 
Rajah should recollect what you have asserted before, 
and tlicn compare it with what you have said after- 
wards, upon the same subject ? 

Syoo. There is no fear of that ; because, from time 
immemorial up to this present moment, Princes are 
uniformly the same inconsiderate beings ; and of 
course, the success of our profession depends partly 
upon their forgetfulness, and partly upon their hu- 
mour, which requires to be tickled always by sweet 
words. 

Buck. Well, then, if deluding credulous Princes, 
and thereby ruining the community, and of conse- 
quence, sinning against God, are the advantages, 
which are to be reaped from this art, I detest it as 
a diabolical vice, or as a kind of sweet poison ; but 
I wish you will henceforward mend your conduct ; 
will you ? 
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Sijco. Noj } oii cainiot reason me out of the eourse, 
wliicl) 1 pursue entirely for the sake of my self-inte- 
rest. 1 aequire the same fortune, and inilaenee In my 
adulations, iawninn;, and erinpng-, uliieh you do by 
your riyid j'l)i!osoj)]iy and virtuous career ; hut the 
Milierence i.s, that my way is short, easy and pleasant : 
wliereas your's is long, diiiiculi and dangerous ; do 
you know ? » 

Buck. Yes, perfectly, {aside) 'Du’se fe-lows, have 
no jnnnciples ; of conrse, they wilt always cling to 
their vicars, l)eeause they find tlicir protit by ii. (a- 
lovd) lint liere comes the Rajah. 

Bi/fer Jayijat Sing, 

diigovL Hiiekshy, order my tents to he struck, let 
tiu' eav.'tlry proeeed before, and as to my l)odygnard, 
h't it march with my Palanqueen. Are your followers 
and Palani|!ieen ready ? 1 would liave you command 
jny laair guard which shall consist of my infantry, [to 
Si/cophanl ) Make haste, will you ? Mount your horse, 
and come along with me, that wc lu.ty converse to- 
getlier on our way. {Kxeuui) 

SC'KNF) IV. A ROOM IN A COUNTItY llOUSF., POORLY 

FURNLSIIED, WMTll A SIMAIT. GAHDEN IN THE EUONT. 

Eater Savol Sing dejected. 

l\ly ]i(,tp(!S are frustrated! Amecrkhaa has eliangod 
sides! He has HdccXedi J aggid Sing a ai'niy, in conse- 
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quence of which the revolted Sirdars, on whom T 
relied for succour, have joined tlie standard of Maun 
Sim)! What is lobe done now? But, here comes the 
Moonfihee^ he may perhaps be of some use to me. 

Enter Moomhee with a melancholy air. 

Sami. Moomhee^ the smiles of fortune in our fa- 
vour are at an end ; our affairs, you know, have be- 
gun, all of a sudden, to wear a gloomy aspect ; these 
are the works of our iinpropitious stars. 

Moon, Nay, I say, these are the evils, produced 
by your intriguing head, which 1 know is now as 
empty as an exhausted receiver of the air-pump ; be- 
cause, you have already drained it of all its contents, 
ill these your glorious achievements. 

Sami. Your ill-timed raillery is as insupportable 
as the sensation, which is felt when the wound is 
touched by a firebrand. 

Moon. Yes, I know ; your disappointment and guil- 
ty conscience makes your grief more poignant. 

Savoi Ay, but my motives were just in this affair, 
you know ! 

Moon. They may have been so ; but your deeds 
were not. 

Sami. How so? 

Moon. Why, a moment's retrospection of your 
past treacherous conduct will convince you fully, that 
you were hurried on by blind ambition, and that you 
have disregarded the dictates of your conseienca. 
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Srivoi. Ah ! ■\vb:>t is the use of our ruminating 
thus on U'liat. is pas! ? Let us iiow coTisidcv, vAieiher 
il is eiitij-i’iy inij ossiblc lo secure the rights of the 
Prince. 

Moon. Kay, jet ns rather consider, whctlicr v/e 
enn scamre vour natural riglit to voiir own Ijead ; do 
you understand me I 

Sard. Not (]nit(' cdendy ; am 1 now exposed to 
any immediate danger'!' 

Moon. Ay, to ati imminent one, Sir; you must be 
well aware, that Mann being freed I’rom all liis 

dang('rs from ;!l:r(\-id, will not I'ail to employ all his 
resources idr the extiiU'tion (hyour life, whieh alone 
he thinhs is warning to eojisiumuate his wc)r]dly bliss. 

Savu’i. ilow came you to think (liiis ? 

Moon, it is not giiessii.'g, Sir, hut 1 have been well 
informed that Maun Simj is actually eon-ertiiig a 
j)lan to attaiii this object, wbieh be has always in 
view, through the iiisirumeutaliiy ddi mccrk'uan ; wlio, 
I doubt not, will Ibrward a!i bis designs with great 
readiness. 

Savoi. If so, ] amurdoue; wlirfher I nary strive 
to better mv eondilion by residing here, or whether 
it will be ])rudenf to save my life by tlight, 1 am at 
a loss to (leterniiiie. 

Moon, i tliink, tin' seeo!!d method is picferable, 
because of its praetiealaiily in this critical juncture. 

Saroi. It is a very disagreeahle all erualive, Indeed. 
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Ufoon. But, it is boconic a nocossavy onu. on ac- 
(‘ouut of nuiiiy untoward cirrunu-^tama'S of vour own 
croaliii*:^. 

Serai. Av, but what, wii] peon!'' say nbont irio, 
wlion iliey co;ue to know, (hat I am ub!’r.!;od io run 
away to save my life f 

Moon, Why, tlicy will he very glad to Imnor 3^11 
with the title of an inii rudent adventurer, a villain, a 
seoimdrel, or at least, that, of a stupid hloekhead. 

Sarol. vBhame ! But, suppose 1 sliould have siic- 
(■C'('d('d in my uncler!akli)gs f 

Moon. 'I’lien, you would have been eonsidered as 
a skilful Syslem-mouger, a famous Bajidi inaloM', an 
able PoiiiieiaJi, or the most capital Slalcstnan the 
world tiver has ])i’oduced. 

Savoi. Then according to your maxim, how bad 
soever the character of a man may he, his riches, his 
influence, and allcr all, ids success in the allairs of the 
world, (no mat ter, whether he owes it to just or 
frauduleiii means, or lo mei'e elianee) will infallibly 
raise him to tb'e highest pitch of esteem among man- 
kind ; wiil it not / 

Moon. Yes, it will ; but tlie thinking part of man- 
kind will exp'ose to tjie world ilie bad motives of the 
jyuceessful wicked man. 

Saviil. But. the. thinking part is very small in 
tfouij.arlson with the great mass of unthinking ])eople. 

Moon A’ou are in thcrigdit; it is undoubtedly ; 
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but tins inequality in numbers seems to be sanction- 
ed by divine wisdom for some good end. 

S(woi. 'J'hen, my mistake lies in being dazzled by 
the esteem of the greater number, and proceeding to 
gain it by the meanest artifices ; does it not ? 

Moon. Ay, it does ; but, 1 wash you had made 
this seasonable conclusion before you had brought the 
matter to this crisis ; but, then, yur spirits were in 
conlinual ferment, occasioned by your violent thirst 
foi’ power. 

Savoi. Alas ! what is past, is past : shall I flee to 
the city of Nagore for refuge ? 

Moon. Ay, that Fort 1 think, is the best shelter 
for you, because it is beyond the reach of your foes. 

Suvoi. Will you be so kind as to follow me thither ? 

Moon. Ko, I beg your pardon. Being a man of 
a great family, and in the service of Mam Sing, my 
duty as well as prudence does not permit me to in- 
volve myself in your misfortunes. 

Savoi. Well, will you permit me, then, to proceed 
to Nagore ? 

Moon. Ay, with all my heart, make haste, T wish 
yon success, and request you will hencclbiward ab- 
stain from the course you have hitherto pursued, and 
tread in the safe patli of virtue. So may God be 
with you. 

Savoi. Thanks for your good wishes ; So good 
bye. f Exeunt severally ) 
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ACT THE THIRD. 


•SCENE I. A SALOON IN THE PALACE OF JOUDPOOR. 

TIME, EVENING. 

Enter Maun Sing and his General. 

Ma,un. Praise Lo God ! Jaggut Sing is completely 
defeated, and driven back to Jaipoor ; but still the 
work is only half done, because I have yet much to 
dread from the machination of Savoi Sing : have you 
communicated my designs to Ameerkhan, 

Gen. Yes, Sir ; 1 have assured him of Your heart- 
felt gratitude for the services, he has rendered this 
Durbar, adding also that Your success in this case 
cannot bo complete, unless You get rid of Savoi 
Sing and his party ; and in consequence, that You will 
be much obliged, if he will seize and deliver tht;m 
into Your hands by any means whatevc r. 

Maun. And what did he say to that ? 

Gen. He hesitated for some time to give me any 
satisfactory answer, as is always the case with him, 
when pecuniary emoluments are not oHered to him 
in a distinct manner ; and then 1 gave in his hands 
Your written agreement, which he read over and 
over again, with great attention, seemed to he quite 
pleased and said with a smile, that he would undertake 
the difficult task of apprehending Savoi Sing within 
a very short period. 
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Mam. Do you know what that agreement con- 
tains ? 

Gen. Perfect]}' well, Sir, Yon have offered him 
the sum of two lacks of sicca rupees, and a fine 
.Tahgeer in to the bargain, if he w’^ould undertake the 
seizure of Savoi Sing. Is it not ? 

Maun. Ay, that is it ; but what think you about 
the propriety of this scheme ? 

Gen. Surely, it is the best that can be devised ; be- 
cause, the ruin of our implacable enemy is our only 
safety, and the thing we must chiefly aim at, cost what 
it will 

Maun. The people will perhaps complain against 
me for being so lavish of the public property. 

Gen. Oh, no ; perhaps those, who are regardless 
of Your Highness’ happiness, may murmur a little, 
but it is of no consequence ; because, You know thff 
people are no more than slaves of the king ; he is the 
sole proprietor of their lives, honoui, and property; 
this 1 know’ is the law sanctioned by divine injunc- 
tions. 

Maun. Ay, you art Uie only man, that is sincere- 
ly attached to me ; and since the plan has met with 
your approbation, 1 care not about the murmurings 
of the people. But pray, do you know, where Savoi 
Sing is now ? 

Gen. Yes, Sir, it was reported by my spies last 
night, that he fled to Nagore with a few of his wret- 
•hed adherents. 
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Maun, Oli, did he escape ihen? 

Gen. No matter : J nicer khan will pursue him 
wherever he goe.>, andelt'ect his seizure at all events ; 
because this Musselman’s expertness and ingenui- 
ty in these matters are so amazing, and his endow- 
ments, both bodily and mental, so wonderful, tliat 
they almost approach to magical power. 

Mann. Sanoi, quite elated with the smiles of deceit- 
ful fortune, almost landed himself amongst the (Hods ; 
but now he is no more than a poor fugitive in the 
fortress of Nagore. 

Gen. Yes, what else can he expect wluii he has 
entirely forgotten his duty towards his king, who ac- 
cording to our shasters, is God iq)on earth / 

Maun. Your extensive knowledge can nut suflici- 
ently be admired, but it is growing rather late ; Jet 
us break off our conference. Tomonow you go to 
Imeerkhan, and ascertain from him, what measures, 
he intends tu take in order to apprehend Saioi Sing. 

( Exeunt ) 

v-CENE il. A FAKLOUR IN A BUNGALOW, SITUATED IN 
AN EXTENSIVE CARDEN, IN THE VICINITY OE 
JOUDFOOR. 

Enter Ancerkhanj attmtively looking at hu TEatch. 

It is past nine : 1 ipust reach Nagore as soon as 
possible : the liajah is very liboird, ^ he promises me 
Jahgeci, besides two lacks of rupees; surely, it is a 
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very good bargain; but how can I execute liis com- 
mission ? By open ibrce against the Fort of Kagore ? 
No ! That is impossible ; but, here comes my con- 
fidential .lemadar. 


Enter Jemadar, 

Jem. In obedience to your commands, I have giv- 
en the necessary orders to our troojis, to be in readi- 
ness to march to Nagore, shall we have any occasion 
for some field pieces ? 

Ameer. To be sure, we shall let them go before, 
with my advanced guard. 

Jem. But pray, Sir, may I take the liberty of ask- 
ing you, what is your errand ? 

Ameer. Oh ! it is nothing else, but to seize Savoi 
Sing, who is said to have taken shelter in that Fort, 
with a few of his Ibllowers. 

Jem. Is it that ? Then the task is not so easy as 
you perhaps suppose it to be ; because, 1 know, this 
brave Rajpoot chief possesses there resources enough, 
to defend himself against our army ; and I know the 
Rajpoots of that place will protect the refugees with 
all their might. 

Ameer. True, but you must know likewise, that 
Ameerkhan will not undertake any errand, to excute 
wiiich he has not previously devised the necessary 
means. 
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Jem. 1 suppose, you will have recourse to some 
artifice in this case, as you have done upon many o- 
ther occasions. 

Ameer. Ay, that is my way. 

Jem. I>ut you arc mistaken in this mittcr; be- 
cause Savai Sing is so well versed in artifices ,ind 
intrigues, that it Is next to impossible to out -do him in 
that point. 

Ameer. But where is the glory of genius fo be 
found, except in out-witling tliose, who are sujiposed 
to be invincible by their skill. 

Jem. Yes, thus the English are great, because they 
always out-uiainevre their formidable opponents. 

Ameer, No doubt, you have Irit the mark, 1 assure 
you that my intelleci.s are so replete with [)lan.s and 
stratagems, both otfensive and defensive, that 1 tlatter 
myself, I can prove to be an over-match to any power 
ill India. 

Jem. Y^es, you can ; you know it wa.s already pre- 
dicted by a sage'^Eaqueer that you would at one time 
have the supreme doraiuion over India; therefore, why 
don’t you seat yourself at once on tlie throne of 
Delhi, and restore to the true believers their fallen 
power and glory in Hindoostan? This project, though 
seemingly rash, is by no <«ieans impracticable ; because 
the Cabinets of Scindia^ Hoikary Bhondah, Peishwa, 
Nizam and other Potentates are at present so cor- 
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ruptecl, fiudtljtir strerigtli is so reduced, Hint no resist- 
ance wliatever is to be expected from those (luaiiers. 

Amevr. Ay, I have ibis grand object ahveys in 
my view, and I know likewise how to take the ad- 
vantage oi‘ the present favourable circunislances to 
put it in ex(‘CUlion ; but the rising Kngiish autlioriiy 
in India will not sutler me or any other adventurer 
to 1 ‘each that liiglu'sl. pinnacle of gh;ry ; and as to 
their power, both by land and sea I tliijik it is 
quite miraculous, and is now-a-days capable of per- 
forming wonders in tlie world. 

Jem. Sure])', your wisdom is unfatbom'ible. 1 am 
now fully c‘on\ineed of l])c truth of your arguments, 
but luirc comes Mcviiu Suuj s (jcneral. 

Elder General /villi a ehee.rfid cuttideuancv. 

Gen. Ills lligbucss lias directed me to convey to 
you bis most sincere thanks for your ready compli- 
ance Avitb bis reqiu'st, and wishes that, you will let 
liim know the method of your proceeding in this in- 
tricate atiiiir. 

Ameer. Well, then, tell His Highness, .1 have a 
thousand methods before me ; let. him not he trou- 
bled about it, and let. him expect the head of Savoi 
as a presenl. from me within a few days. ])o you 
understand me ? 

(Jen. Uuite clearly, I assure you, Sir, your succe.ss 
in this case will restore everlasting peace to our 
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country ; and it is upon tlmt alvuie that (ho Hajah's 
prosporily dc'jH'iids. 

/fviicvr. Well, then, (oil (ho iiajah, 1 will K av(' (his 
iinnicdiatcly for Na;j,oro, aial jilay mv juiri s(' skiiJ- 
fiiily, that it shall shino in (ho (lioalro of ih'- \v(u!d 
as a ]nasU:r-}.ioce of (ho kind. 

6V/Z. I will inform iiis Highness of (hat ; so I 
wish you prusporiiy and success ! ( A\ty'/ J 

Ji‘m. Mvory ihinc;' is roadv, shall 1 order the l*at;ui 
corp's and batfalioiis to inarch ( Ifi'cnnl J 

Anii'er, (Jorlainly ! lei us nio\o on ! 

SCliN’E HI. A TMNT, STKONOl.Y OO VKIlUO UV AllMKD 
I’HONS IN A MVNOO OAIIDLN, NEAR Till; 

KOI:.",' OK NAi.OCE. 

EiiU’i' Surni SitHj. 

A straii;o' circumstance indood ! Jiui how can 
this be accounted for, or n lied upon J Dd'ci lci/an 
pives out, that ho is disgusted wiih the inpralitudc 
of AJu'un Sinn, aiul now invites me to his caiuji, in 
order, as lie sav::, to teH me some secrets verbally ! ilut 
as inv prudence would not tdlo'w me to trust Idni, I 
liave politely declined his invitation. It seems, how- 
ever, he wislies to have me in his hands, as an insi ru- 
in eiit to ruin d/u/ic Skin. Why, really, this is a 
lucky incident ! (lod prant, that my suppositions may 
[wove true ! But will Amecrkhan be sincere, or act 
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traitor in tliis case? I cannot say one or the oilier, 
because, he has already sent me woi-d tlial he will 
wait upon me today with a few servants only. Well, 
il' he will be so good as his word, his tnisf in me is 
not to be doubted. For then, bow can 1 suspect him 
of any treacherous designs against me 1 

Kutrr ServaHi. 

Ser. /ivievrhhan is approaching our Garden, Sir. 

Savoi. Does be? What retinue has be along with 
him ? 

Scr. No retinue, he only comes in his Palanquin, 
with three or four kidmutgars, and a single horse- 
man who seems to he his favourite Jemadar. 

Sn.voi. ( anidc ) Then he confides in me entirely ! 
( to the servaril ; Very well, let him enter unmolested. 

Ser, ] will convey your orders to our guards. 

( Exit ) 

Savoi. Wliat can all this mean ? Can so tmicii 
of apparent conlidence be an artiliee ? By no means ; 
it is more than probable, that he is dissatisfied with 
the bad conduct of Maun Shnj, and of course, 
wmuld iieed.s have my assistance, in his operations 
against him; because according to the common course 
of things, both the friends of our friends, the ene- 
mies of our enemies, are our friends, and the friends 
of our enemies, and the enemies of our friends are our 
foes. But here he comes unarmed, with a smiling 
countenance, full of serenity, and seeming innocence. 
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Enter .■iinoerLhau and his Jemadar, hnlh saluting Sana 
tdlng /rill/ a goad grace, and silting ilDicn Injure 
him un (he carpet. 

/hneer. Well, Savol Slnig^ 1 am very sorry, to see 
you in this condition ! 

Savoi. I thank you for vour good will towards 
me ; but you need not wonder at this miserable con- 
dition of a wretched fugitive, whom fortune perse- 
cutes without mercy. 

Ameer, l^shaw! Do not be hoj)(dess ; (rod will at 
last display his njercy towards Ids helpless creatures 

Savoi. No doubt! He did display it already, Sir, 
by ('xciti)ig in your heart some pity for my deplorable 
and forlorn condition. 

Ameer. But, pray, Sir, 1 beg your pardon, what 
made you ]u;silale at first, and then refuse to come ? 
1 fear, you doubt my veracity. 

Savoi. Oil, no, vSir! ’I'be violent agitations, wliich 
these reverses have produeed in my mind, force me 
even to doubt of my own existence. 

Ameer. Ay, do they ? Then 1 was in t,he wrong to 
believe, that nothing in the wmrld eould deprive Sa- 
voi Sing of his innate courage. 

Savoi. No, Sir ; OoArage has not forsaken me, but 
the comparison of the past with the present circum- 
stances has — - 
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Ameer. ( inierriiping him ) Clianged your sex, I 
tliiiik ; ha! ha! ha 1 lia. ! But ilia! coiuparison alone 
is enough to eonvitiee you of the sineerity of my 
motives ; because. Maun Singyv'ds my pretended friend, 
and now lie is my open enemy, by liis ungrateful be- 
haviour towards me. And why do you not compare 
these circumstanees one with tlie other, and conclude 
therelyy. that 1 am really in w'antof your friendship 
and assistance ? 

Sami. Ay, you may be, Sir, but— * 

Ameer. There again you stick to your .Buts, {to 
Jemadar) Why, I cannot reason liiin out of his wo> 
manish fears. 

Jem. Can’t you. Sir ! then .1 wdll do it ibr you, 
and will v(;ry easily laugh him oul ol'liis unaccount- 
able doubts, (to Sara. ] It i.s very true. Sir, that you 
are at loss to.aceouiii for this change in our conduct 
towards Maun Sing, after what, has actually taken 
place: but this instance is not so imeommon under 
the Moon, beeause the same person may either be 
our friend or foe, according to circumstances, you 
know. 

Sa\)oi. Yes ; but it i.s this point of your argument 
alone, wliieh does not permit me to be so hold a.s to 
trust mysell' implicitly into your liands ; because out- 
ward appearances are not to be considered as a con- 
clusive testimony of inw^ard rvotives. 

Jem. Very true ; but are deeds too to be viewed 
in the same light ? 



^(KNE III. 


ivIbllEN KOOVl H. 


SavoL Ob, no, never; bcc.nise if ibis were the- ciise, 
we sboulcl ])av(' notbinjj^ lodepi'iui upon in ibis world, 
and consefjLienlly no dala to proceed upon in tbe or- 
dinary all airs of t]\is life. 

JcM. Well, then, you see my master is alr<aidy come 
ber(', wdllioul, any guards whatever ; df)es li(^ not: in 
tliis case trust entirely upon ytuir friendship and 
good will ? And now, is not his sincerity towards you 
clearly demonstrated by these deeds i 

S(W()i. To be sure, it is ; but the disturbed state of 
my mind requires one thing more, to support my 
belief. 

Jem, Still something more / ha! Jiu! ha! Pray, 
wlial: is it, Sir ( 

SiWoL Not hing extraordinary ; but 1 beg 3 U)ur mas- 
ter will be so good as to take an oath,* and declare 
solemnly before any sacred shrine, that he has no 
bud intentions against me. 

ylmcer, lla! ha! ha! ha! 'I’he most wonderful 
piisillaiiiniity, that I (wer saw in my lile. ( to Savoi ) 
Since 1 cannot satisfy you in any other way, 1 am 
i-eady to perform what you require ; come, then, shall 
we go to the neighbouring Durga ? 

Savoi. Ay, lei us go ! 

Jem. Ha! lia ! ha!,iia! This is a very remarkable 
instance of Hindoo cowardice ; but, let us repair to 
tlie holy Tomb. f Exeunt ) 
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SCKNE CHANGES TO A MAGNTITCENT TOMB OF A 

mahomedan saint. 

Enter Savoi Ameerhhan, ami .Jemadar. 

Ameer. Tlie noble appearance of this sacred buil- 
ding fills the mind at once with awe and reverence ; 
does it not ? 

Jem. It does; but I think these unbelievers, the 
Hindoos, are utter strangers to these enthusiastic 
emotions ; because, their knowledge of the 'Supreme 
Being and his attributes is very imperfeci, when 
compared to the sublime notions, which we Mussel- 
mans have of the great Allah. 

Ameer. ^Vell, Savoi Siruf, 1 believe you are dis- 
pleased with what our Jemadar has just now sug- 
gested about the Hindoos. 

Savoi. Oh, no, not in the least, Sir ; 1 am rather 
amused with his assertions, because the ideas of 
Mahometans concerning our nation, and their bold 
and erroneous statements arc become so proverbially 
ridiculous, that they never fail to produce laughter 
among us. 

Jem. Surely it will continue to produce it, until 
all infidels are corrected by subversion and conversi- 
on ; ba ! ha ! ha ! 

Savoi. That is to say, they will cease to be Hin- 
doos, after they are corrupted irrecoverably ; ha! ha! ha! 

Ameer. Jemadar 1 assure you, Savoi Sing has 
combated your reasons very ably ; what think you 
about his head ? 
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Jem. Why, Sir, 1 think it is quite full of wit and 
wisdom ; and 1 hope you will derive many advantages 

from it. 

Ameer. To be sure, I will. I know, it can do mira* 
cles : and, therefore, I consider his friendship as the 
most valuable acquisition in the world. 

Jem. You are in the right, Sir. {aside) Surely, two 
lacks of I'upees and a Jahgeer is no small acquisiti- 
on ! 

Sami, {to Ameerkhan) You do me too much ho- 
nour by thus overvaluing my merits ; and 1 am de- 
termined to shew gratitude rather by my deeds than 
barely expressing it by words. 

Ameer. Very good ! Since that is your determina- 
tion, 1 will shew you just now by my formal oaths, 
how sincere I am in my intentions towards you. {to 
Jemadar) Can you get me the holy Alcoran ? 

Jem. Yes ; here is one, which I have already pro- 
cured from one of the attendants of this holy place. 
{gives it into his hand). 

Ameer, {receives the Alcoran with an affected 
humility and devotion) “if do declare solemnly, and 
swear by all that is sacred, that / have no bad de^ 
signs whatever against Savoi Sing. I shall be his 
sincere friend henceforward; let God and his di- 
“ vine agent upon the earth, the great Mahomet, be wiU 
“ nesses of my sincerity keeps the Alcoran upon his 
head, md returns it to the Jemadar after kissing it 
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several times ) Now, Savoi Sing, I have done what 
you have required of me ; are there still some suspi- 
cions lurking in the gloomy corners of your heart ? 

SavoL Oh ! God forbid, that I should be so blind, 
as not to be able to see the bright sun in the sky* 
1 am perfectly convinced of your sincerity. I will 
with all my heart wait upon you tomorrow at your 
Camp, and 1 request, you will excuse my indelicacy 
in having required an oath from you. 

Ameer. Pshaw ! According to the common course 
of things, any man in your strange predicament will 
be under the necessity of requiring it; no matter, if 
you will be pleased to honour me with your visit at 
any convenient time, 1 will receive you with all the 
military honours due to your high rank ; and I assure 
you again, that if you will depend upon me faithfully, 

1 will prove myself to be the best of friends ? 

Sami. J thank you, Sir. 

Jem. {to Ameerkhan) Depend upon it, his wise 
head will be more useful to you than many empty 
ones like that of mine! Do you understand me Sir? 

Ameer. Ay, very clearly ; you mean his wise coun- 
sels will be of great service to me, is it not ? 

Jem. Ay, that is my meaning : you always hit the 
mark vtdthout missing. 

Ameer. Well, Jemadar, we have attained the ob- 
ject we had in view ; and now, let us return to our 
tents, and make necessarj' preparations for ihe re- 
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eeption of our friend, Savoi Sing, (both saluting Savoi 
Sing). ( Exeunt 

Savoi, ( alone). 

Jmeerkhan is undoubtedly mine! Now I will 
teach Maun Sing, how to hate me ! I will let him 
feel the marvelous power of my head ; to be sure 1 
will. Ay, the poor fellow may perphaps repent, but 
what is that to me? I will not pardon him, no, never! 

( Exit ) 


ACT THE FOURTH. 


SCENE I. A VERY LARGE TENT, riTCHED IN THE CAMP 
OE AMEERKIIAN, THE REGULAR INFANTRY THREE DEEP 
DRAWN UP AROUND IT, WITH SEVERAL FIELD PIECES 
MOUNTED AND LOADED, THE MATCHES LIGHTED, LINES 
OF PATAN CAVALRY ARE SEEN RANGED IN DIFFERENT 
DIRECTIONS. 

Enter Savoi Sing and his officers, with several relations 
and followers, conducted by the Jemadar of Ameerkhan. 

Savoi. Is not the weather this morning warmer 
than usual, Jemadar? 

Jem. Ay, it is very sultry, surely ; but when the 
sun approaches to his meridian glory, you shall find, 
that the heat of this place will be as intense as that 
of an oven. 
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Savoi. X am quite transported with joy, at being 
received with such particular marks of distinction 
and honour ! 

Jem. Very true ; my master has ordered the whole 
body of his troops to be under arms, in order to sa- 
lute you, on your coming to and going from our 
Camp ; because, he thinks it necessary, that his great 
regard for you be known to the public. 

Saim. I am all gratitude for his kindness ; but 
where is your master ? 1 am very eager to embrace 
him soon. 

Jem, In obedience to his commands, T came to re- 
ceive you at some distance from the Camp, and 
thence to conduct you to this pavilion. I think, he 
is busy in his sleeping tent, in selecting some valua- 
ble jewels, and some delicious fruits, such as grapes, 
oranges, and figs of the best quality, which J know, 
he intends to welcome you with. ( aside J I mean 
grape sliots, cannon balls, and musket bullets, f to 
Savoi ) But as it is already late, I will go and call 
him, ( Exit ) 

Savoi. {to one of his officers) Let us rejoice, and 
thank heaven for this happy change of our fortune. 
We had been nearly reduced to the most miserable 
condition, by the machination of our enemy ; but 
now, the very person, whoiA Maun Sing employed 
in ruining me, is become the yery instrument in my 
hands for his destruction; such are the miracles, 
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which licaven works in favour of its favourites. 
iJoes it not ? 

Ojf. Yes, Sir, it sometime does; but a sudden 
change, like tliis, is a very extraordinary phenome- 
nun, and must have some mystery in it. 

Savoi. Some mystery, to be sure, there is ; yet 
what else can it be, but a divine miracle in our fa- 
vour, as -I have just observed ? 

Off. Yes ; but is it necessary, that such a large 
l)ody of troops should be arranged in battle array, 
merely to vsalute us ? 

Savoi. Vain suspicions! Did not (he Jemadar tell 
us just now, that his master intends lo convince the 
populace of his great regard for me, by thus treating 
me with pomp and honour? Well, don’t you see, 
that I am already treated like a Prince ? 

Off. True; but why should there he so many guiis 
planted in every direction around ? I shudder at the- 
very sight of the lighted matches, and of the muz" 
zles of the guns, which are all ])oiut(ul at us. Are so 
many deadly implements of war requisite, merely (o 
pay us compliments ? 

Savoi. No, they are not; but, who knows, it may be 
the intention of Aineerkhan to exhibit before me the 
show of a mock battle, whicli requires different raa- 
ruevres of troops, firing of guns, wheeling about of 
cavalry, and all that. * 

Off. Perhaps, it may be ; but what signifies this 
profound silence, which prevails every where ? And 
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why does no body stir around us Ms not this dismal 
appearance something like the dead calm, which, they 
say, precedes a storm at sea ? 

SavoL Pshaw ! Amerkhan must have made these 
arrangements to shew me the regularity, and the 
strict discipline of his army. 

Off. Be that as it may ; why should we be thus 
deserted by all his people, and why should the Jema- 
dar himself have left us alone in this large tent ? 

Savui. Your remarks seem to have some truth in 
them : they begin to operate on my mind, though [ 
am not certain of any thing at present ; yet some se- 
cret unaccountable agitations of my heart make me 
uneasy, I feel a kind of chilling sensations through- 
out my body, my heart palpitates ! What can all this 
mean ?— Fy ! Fy ! It is nothing but a chimera ; the 
doleful effects of unfounded fears, excited by your 
imaginary doubts, ha! ha! ha! ha! It is very 
true, that bewildered eyes see things in a different 
light from what they really are. Is it possible that 
Ameerkhan should be so base a perjuror, as to be- 
tray me, after taking an oath, before the Durga of 
his sftint ? 

Off. No, it is impossible ; but the strange coinci- 
dence of some circumstances has in a manner forced 
me to doubt the sincerity of this Musselman. 

Savoi, Yes, that is the thing which disturbs the 
peace of my mind ; it is very true. I attempt to ba- 
nish these glomny thoughts out of my head, but they 
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in spite of my efforts arise there spontaneosly, and 
prey like vultures on my soul. Oh ! what a miserable 
creature man is ! Now 1 perceive, that this disquie- 
tude is the fruit of my unbounded ambition. Cursed 
be riches, and power ! They fascinate us by their en- 
chanting charms, then render us a burden to our- 
selves. What blockheads are we to pursue these phan- 
toms in hopes of happiness ? Oh ! that 1 had been con- 
tent with a moderate fortune ! 

Off. You are in the right, Sir; we pursue butter- 
flies, with a view to build our castles in the air by 
their means. 

Savoi. But, alas ! what is the use of thus aggra- 
vating our sorrows, by ruminating on our past follies ! 
Wliere is my body-guard ? 

Off. They are scattered about here and there. I 
think it would be proper to keep them collected in 
one place ; but here comes the brother-in-law of 
Ameerkhan. 


Enter Brother-in-law. 

SavoL I am very glad to see you, Sir ; but where 
is Ameerkhan ? Why does he delay to honour us 
with his company ? 

Broth. I don’t know, why? I came here of ray 
own accord to be present at this interview ; perhaps, 
he is busy in his tent ; but, F tliink he will be here 
presently. 
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Off. You ihijik, there is no sinister iiiieution ? Hut 
oil! what is the matter? Tlie tent is in a violent mo- 
tion ! it almost totters : there is no wind at all ! Is 
it the shock of an earthquake? No; the ground is 
firm enough. But mercy upon us; here it falls 
down. It is a plot! We are undone ! It is a plot. 
( The lent falls down on the head of Savoi Simj, his 
Officers, relations, and servants; drums begin to heat, 
musketrg commences a hearg and brisk fire upon the 
tent ; the field-pieces pour in their fiery hail of grapes 
from all directions ; columns of ihiek smoke and dust 
rise and spread on all sides, and c&iwr the whole 
plain with terrible darkness. Within the tent are 
heard hideous cries, loud lamentations, screams of 
agony, and dreadful shrieks of dying sufferers.) 

01) ! We are murdered ! butchered ! massacred ! 
Jmeerkhan, that scoundrel, that rascal, that monster, 
has deceived us !— Oh (jod ! Mercy! Mercy!-— How 
to extricate ourselves from uude^r this weight ? —Alas ! 
We are fired upon! No safety ! Helj) ! Help! Who are 
you?— I am the wretch, Savoi, wounded, exliausted, 
here I sink! Adieu to the world! — Alas, 1 am the 
brother-in-law of Ameerkhan ! Oh, what is tins ? 
What have I done? Wliydothey kill me? Help me, 
oh Mahomet, help met But no, there is no help! I 
am murdered I Give rae life ! Ah this is death ! 

( Without the lent are heaM the shoutings of Pa- 
tan soldiers, mtennhgled with a confused noise of 
dying llajapoois Spc.) 
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Cut tliem to pieces ! Deen ! Deen ! Mawro ! Mawro ! 
Pul the KafFers to death ! Here they hide their heads; 
there they creep and escape from under the tent ! 
Seize those fellows ! Shoot them ! 

Alas ! We are surrounded ; overpowered : no 
escaping! Our poor comrades are massacred ! They 
are trodden down ! Ah merciless savages ! We are 
deceived! We are undone! 

Holla, fire at them ! Send them all down to hell ! 
Are they all sabred ? All is over ! Success ! Victory ! 
Glory ! Huzzah ! 

f The sta^e appears strewed with dead bodies, the 
firing ceases, order is restored, profound silence ensues, 
curtain drops with slow music) 

SCENE 11. A SMALL TENT WELL FIIIINISIIEI). 

Enter Ameer khan and his Jemadar. 

Ameer. Today our brave troops have behaved 
remarkably well. I believe they have sacrificed all the 
victims. Well done ! But what is become of Savoi Sing ''t 
Did he escape ? 

J em. No, Sir ; not a single soul, 1 am sure, has es- 
caped from the tent ; which, according toyour device, 
was so skilfully dropt, that it is impossible for any 
one to have come out oti it ; and had any succeeded in 
this, he could not have escaped being shot from with- 
out. 

Ameer. That is right ; God be praised ! My plan 
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is at last crowned with success. But here come the 
olxicers of the dilierent corj)s. 

Enter officers^ the foremost of them carrying the head of 
Savoi Sing in a large salver. 

Off. We have executed your commands punctu- 
ally , all Savoi Sing's men to the number of about 6 
or 7 hundred are killed ; here is the trophy of this 
great exploit. ( Ting set before him the mangled head 
of Savoi Siug^ which Jmeerkhan and his Jemadar look 
at very atlentivelg, with some affected changes in their 
countenances^ exclaiming frequently aloud “ 0 God! 
0 merciful Allah." ) 

Ameer. This is the fate which awaits evil doers. 

Off. Yes, it is ; but we are sorry to inform your 
Excellency, that the same fate has befallen your innocent 
brother-in-law ; because he was one of the unfortunate 
victims, who were slain within the tent. 

Ameer. What ? My Brother-in-law ! That is mourn- 
ful ! — Indeed, the decree of heaven is blind. But 
I\ow did that happen i ( with tears in his eyes ) Alas! 
Poor man, the best of my friends ! What could have 
carried liiin thither ? Where was he found dead ? 

'Off. We know nothing of the matter; but, some 
how or other, he happened to be within the tent, 
When the fire commenced'. We found his body 
stretched on the ground close to that Savoi Sing, both 
of tliem shot by many musket bullets. 

Ameer. Indeed ! It is an unhappy blunder ! But how 
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can that be helped ? It was the doom, to which he 
was predestined by the Almighty will ! Be that as it 
may, send ihis head immediately to Maun Sinq, that 
he may feast his eyes on it ; because, 1 know this 
scull contained many intrigues, and he dreaded it 
most in the world. Now you may all go to rest your- 
selves in your tents. I will reward your exertions, 

Off. We are ail very thankful for your kindness. 

( Exeunt ) 

Ameer. Well, Jemadar, what think you now of the 
measures, which J have taken to destroy this traitor 
Savin Sing and his party ? 

,Iem. Why, they are both ingenious and just, Sir. 
As a friend of Maun Sing, you have on one hand done 
your duty to the satisfaction of that Prince ; and on 
the other, as you have cleared the world of this wick- 
ed man, who was the scourge of mankind, your ge- 
neral philanthropy is established. 

Ameer. Ay, you are in the right ; that is my lau- 
dable object ; hut yonder conies my old Khansamah ; 
he always speaks nonsensically, but pretends to have 
great regard Ibi virtue and religion ; let us know what 
is his opinion about the present affair. 

Jem. Oh, Sir, he is nothing but an empty headid 
simpleton; hut — 
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7^n/er un old Khaiinamah, with a melancholy air. 

Ameer. Come, Khansamah, what is the matter 
with lliee ? Thou seemest tobe very sorry ; what is be- 
come of thy wonted gaiety ? 

Khan. Why, Sir, the sight of this unjust and dread- 
ful massacre has entirely deprived me of it. 

Ameer, So then, thou art sorry, because, 1 have 
destroyed my enemies ; art thou ? 

Khan, No, Sir, I am sorry, because you have des- 
troyed your reputation, and rendered yourself odious 
among mankind. 

Ameer, How? In what manner can this my pru- 
dent act affect my character ? 

Khan. It has metomorphosed you so completely 
that you are not the same person to-day, that you 
were yesterday ; because, hitherto you were the a- 
blest commander, and a brave soldier ; but now, you 
are no more than a detestable perjuror, and a cruel 
murderer. 

Ameer. Thou seernest to be sure, that I have com- 
mitted perjury ! 

K-han. The whole world is sure of it. Do you 
suppose then, that you great folks can keep the 
world ignorant of your deed^ ? Does not every se- 
poy and common porter in the bazar know your hav- 
ing deceived poor Savoi Sing by your oaths ? And 
then, of having put him to death in spite of it ? 
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Jem. We]], what then ? 

Khan. What then ? Is it not the greatest sin, 
that a man can commit against liis Maker? 

Jem. Oh, by no means. It is as si]]y as to sup- 
pose it a sin, if we ensnare beasts and birds, and then 
kill them for our use. 

Khan. Then, are our fellow creatures to be con- 
sidered a.8 beasts and birds ? 

Jem. Why, I think they are not in the least better ; 
because they are infidels, do you know ? 

Khan. Yes, 1 do; but this theory, wliicli you have 
just adduced, is not new ; because, in certain parts of 
the world some ingenious people, who are naturally 
endowed with superior genius, like that of your’s, 
have already })ut it in practice long ago : they not on- 
ly slaughter tlieir own species, as you would have us 
do, but also they eat them with great pleasure. Now 
do not you allow tliem a higher degree of reforma- 
tion than us true believers? 

Ameer. Well, Khansamah, thou hast not yet got 
better of thy foolish dogmatism, Wouldest thou over- 
turn the whole order of things in the world ? 1 ask 
thee, how is it possible for us to acquire power and 
wealth, unless recourse is had to some stratagem 
or other occasionally ? 

Khan. If you ask my^ opinion, it is quite unsafe 
to deviate from the golden rule of doing to others, 
as we would they should do to us ; and even universal 
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monarcli}- is not worth a cowry ^ wlien we are to obtain 
it at the cxpence of' our conscience. 

Aoieer, Ila! ha! ha! Be sincere! Wilt lliou look 
al my face, and tell me wliat thou thinkest, at tlie 
bott om of thy lieart about tlie magnificence of roy- 
al state, noble buildings, splendid carriages, rich jew- 
els, fine apparel, exquisite delicacies of the table, 
and all that ? Are not these enchanting temptations 
capable of stilling your poor conscience within your 
lioart ? 

Khan. Ha ! ha ! ha ! lia ! True ; the temptations are 
very strong, indeed ; but the ideas ol’ the lieadache, 
gout, cholic pain, fever, infirmities of old age, and sick- 
ness, liie SCI earns of agony, pangs of death, the dis- 
maluess of the dark grave, and lastly the terrible 
notion of perpetual tortures in hell, tranqde all these 
temptations under loot, and point out to me clearly 
the necessity ol' liaving conscience I'or my guide in 
this sublunary state. 

Jem. Ha ! ha ! ha ! ha ! It seems some insipid books 
of beggarly Faqueers, wliich go by the name oj' Fliiio- 
sophy, iiave stuli'ed his empty iiead witli all these 
tbolisli romantic notions of groundless fears. 

' Khan, Yes, as tlie Devil has crammed your’s with 
pernicious and blind confidence on the deceitful 
charms of fortune, and the erroneous opinions about 
happiness. 

Jem. ( to Ameerhhan ) I think his nonsensical 
speech has something pernicious in its effects \ because, 
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it begins to puzzle ray head strangely ; but who in 
the world doubts, that without money and power 
a man is nothing but a poor two-legged helpless 
animal ? Let this fellow stick to his dull Philosophy, 
and let us mind our serious business of procuring 
riches and happiness. 

* Ameer. Yes, it is true ; to discourse with wrong 
headed people, is to disturb the peace of our mind ; 
but this man being my old conlidcntial servant, I 
cannot help loving him. 1 have very often given him 
the liberty of speaking his mind to me, and I must 
not forget that his opinions were very useful upon 
several occasions. 

Jem. Ay, they might have been so upon some tri- 
lling occasions ; hut in the present case, he reasoned 
very absui'dly, and seems to have almost abused that 
liberty you have given liim, by boldly representing 
our grand political actions in a (prite ditferent light 
from what tliey really are ; he has almost obscured 
our brilliant ex))loit by bis gloomy reasonings. 

Khan. Ila! ha! ha! Strange depravity! (to A- 
meerlthan ) 1 beg your lionour will pardon my bold- 
ness-- 1 have done my duty in speaking the truth 
according to my own way, in which 1 am determined 
to continue until my life ends. Now I take leave to 
go to ray own business : God grant you long life and 
success ! ( Exit ) 

Ameer. A plague on the devilish arguments of this 
old fellow ! They are not easily controverted ; but we 
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need not trouble our heads about them. Let us lo.se 
no time to set out for Joudpoor, and demand from 
Maun Sing the promised reward of Jahgeer and mo- 
ney for my services to his state. ( Exeunt) 

ACT THE FIFTH. 


SCENE 1. A ROOM IN A (OUNTRY HOUSE, IN THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD OF OODAIPOOR 


Enter Ameerlhan. 

Maun Sing has already rewarded my services ac- 
cording to his promise. T'he marriages between Dho~ 
kul Sing and the sister oi' Jaggut Sing, and another 
between the daughter of Maun Sing and Jaggut Sing 
have at last taken place, tlirough my mediatkin. 
This double alliance has brought on a perfect recon- 
ciliation between the Rajahs of Jaipoor and Joud- 
poor. But 1 am afraid it wall not last long ; because 
the beautiful Kishun Koovur still lives ; of course, 
blind Cupid will, in course of a very short time, re- 
kindle in both their former passion, and thus bring 
on another bloody war between them. Yes, tliere is 
no safety, unless this baneful cause is removed en- 
tirely. But it depends upon what will be the result 
of my mission to Adjeet Sing. 

Enter Khamamah. 

Ameer, Have you seen the Durbar of Maha Ra- 

naht 
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Khan, Not only seen it, Sir, but I am well in- 
formed of all the characters and dispositions of the 
people thereof. 

Jmeer. Ay, that is very clever! What sort of 
men does it consist of? 

Khan. 1 1 consists of inconsiderate and barbarous ge- 
nerals, a rash soldiery, rapacious civilians, tyrannical 
ministers, superstitious brahmins, crafty priests, de- 
ceitful astrologers, intriguing courtiers, prodigal no- 
bles, ignorant relations, designing sycophants, abject 
slaves of both sexes, and lastly of blockheads and 
knaves of all descriptions. 

Ameer. The most ridiculous and heterogeneous 
mass, indeed ! But what are the talents of the king 
Maha Ranah ? 

Kh in Why, Sir, he is naturally a man of very 
good disposition, tie knows how to bathe, to eat, to 
drink, to dress, to enjoy his pleasures, and to per- 
form his daily worship, attend to some ridiculous un- 
meaning ceremonies, which either the bramins or 
astrologers now and then prescribe to appease, as 
they say, the wrath of some unpropitious stars and 
deities, but in fact to gain their own advantages, 

Ameer. Are there not any virtuous and wise peo- 
ple in the Durbar 1 

Khan. Ay, there are many ; hut as it is not their 
proper element, they only float on the surface of it, 
and never attempt to dive to the bottom, for fear 
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of being devoured by some huge animals which in- 
fest it. 

Ameer. The Hindoo Rajah is a poor helpless crea- 
ture, indeed; but what education do (hey aive him 
in his youtl] ? 

Khar. The brahmins, who are entrusted with the 
education of the Hindoo Princes, generally initiate 
them into all their superstitious mysteries of priest- 
craft, then the flatterers on one side, and temptation 
on the other, corrupt both their head and heart to 
R degree, exceeding belief. 

Ameer. Well, if this be tlie case, how do they go- 
vern their 8ul)jects ? 

Khar. Good God ! Do you think the Princes go- 
vern their people ? No ; on the contrary, they are led 
on by their nose by courtiers, priests, flatterers, and 
women. 

Ameer. Ha! ha! ha! ha! Tam quite delighted 
with tlie picture, which you have given me of the 
Maha RanaKs Court, and 1 hope I shall succeed in 
my design. 

Khan. So I wish you success in all your just un- 
dertakings. ( Exit) 


Enter Jemadar. 

t 

Ameer. Have you succeeded in your errand ? 

Jem. Completely, Sir ; I found Adjeet Ungtohe 
a very useful man, because he is the greatest fa- 
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vourite of Maha Ranah. I lliijik he can act his part 
to our satisfaction. 

Ameer. Can he ? It is very lucky ; but how is it 
possible for him to persuade his master so far, as to 
consent to put an end to the life of his lovely daugh- 
ter Kishun Kooviir 1 

Jem, Reassured me, that he could do it easily- 
adding likewise, that if he did not succeed, in persua- 
ding the Rajah in this case, he could effect it in some 
other way ; and after all, lie is so fond of money, 
that I do not think he will hesitate, even to sell his 
master’s crowned head to you, if you would offer him 
a proper prize for it. 

Ameer. lie seems, then, to he a man of business 
and activity. 

Jem, To be sure ! He is a man of spirit, and par- 
takes so much of our bra\ e race, that I cannot help 
doubting the chastity of his mother. Do you un- 
derstand me, Sir ? Ha ! ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Ameer. Ay, perfectly well ; ha ! ha! ha! ha! but 
there are some among us, who are as timid as Hin- 
doos, and some among Hindoos, w’ho are as bold as 
Patans ; for instance, w^hat think you about our old 
Khansamah 1 Does he not resemble the talkative 
brahmin, though he is a genuine rausselman ? 

Jem. You are in tha right. Sir. I think much de- 
pends on the bodily and mental powers, which every 
one brings along with him into the world, according 
to his predestination. 
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Ameer. Be that as it may, it is very true, that 
the establishment of peace and amity between the Ra* 
jahs of Jaipoor and Joudpoor is of great advantage 
to ns ; but the necessity we are under, to make it 
permanent at the exigence of a poor Princess’ life 
is indeed a very disagreeable ah^^rnative : is it not 1 
Jem. Pugh ! It is nothing but the common course 
of things. A noble high ranked personage, like 
you, mu&t always have public good for your principal 
object, in attaining which, you must not hesitate to 
sacrifice the life of any individual whatever. 

Ameer. Ay, that is the strongest motive, which 
certainly justifies my deed ! But when I consider her 
innocence, beauty, and other accomplishments, 1 can- 
not help })itying her. 

Jem. Very true ! But what use is her beauty to you ? 
Can you have her for your Mistress ? No, never ; 
because, these rascals the Hindoos, in general, consi- 
der us worse than Christians and Thayds tParriars) ; 
and I think, we have some reason to kill her ; be- 
cause, she possesses killing beauty. Ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Ameer. Ha! ha! ha! ha! You are the accutest 
reasoner, that I ever saw in my life: Let us remain 
here and wait the result of our masterly scheme, 
which has already begun to work. ( Exeunt ) 

SCENE 11. A SALOON IN THE PALACE OF OODAIPOOR. 

Enter Maha Ranah, and Adjeet Smg. 

Malta. Adjeet Sing, wLy, you look so pale and 
pensive today — 
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Adjeet. Pensive? To be sure! 
being buried alive in an expceled 
make one so. 


()5 

An antici})alion of 
earihquake must 


Maha, An eartlujuake? How, wliai do you mean ? 

Adjeet. Why, Sir, 1 mean, that our kingdom shall 
within a few days hence be the piineipal sear of a 
destructive war, between the great Polentaies of 
Rajapoof’aiiah ; and that we are certainly going to 
fall a sacrifice to the burning rage of contending 
j)arties. 

Maha. Pshaw! Foolish fears! Pray, what should 
be the cause of this your imaginary war ? 

Adjeet. Cause, Sir ? Your Daughter ; the amiable 
Princess Kishun Koovur is the cause of it. 


Maha. M y Daughter the cause of war ? llow ? 

, Adjeet. Because, her noble birth in Your most il- 
lustrious family, her incomparable beauty, and other 
valuable endowments have so completely hiscinated 
the minds of all the Rajahs, that every one of them 
is anxious to possess her hand; and in consequence, 
an obstinate war, between these suitors, is inevitable ; 
Don’t Y^ou see ? , 

Maha. Y^es, it seems propable ; but why should we 
involve ourselves in this war ? Let us remain neutral, 
and we shall have nothing to fear from it. 

Adjeet. Oh ! Sir, when war rages with all its fury 
at the very vestibule of our palace, the neutrality 
on our part is impossible. 
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Maha. Is it? Then let us join one of the Rajahs, 
and ti-y our chance in that way, 

/Idjeet. You are in the wrong, Sir ; because the 
Prince whom You would choose for your Ally, will 
first demand Your daughter in marriage. 

Mulid, Very well, let him marry her ; what then ? 

/Jdjcct. There You are mistaken again, because 
all the other disappointed suitors will form a strong 
confederacy against both of you ; and then, having 
overpowered Y ou by their united forces, will unmer- 
cifully ransack Your capital, pillage Your palace, and 
make You and all Your family prisoners of war ; and 
if so, who knows, what horrible fate awaits the new 
married couple, in the heat of the action ! Perhaps, 
rape will be committed and our helpless Kisliuii 
Koovur, forced by some merciless ravisher, may 
have recourse to suicide as the only means to save 
the honour of her family. As to our country, it may 
probably be divided among the confederate I'rinces. 

Maha, Cod have mercy upon us ! The picture you 
have just drawn seems to me more liorrible than 
an earthquake, deluge, and even death itself; but 
I trust God will help sufieriiig virtue. 

Adjeet. Ha ! ha 1 ha ! These are foolish hopes ! 
Leave them to the idle brahmins,, and let us seriously 
consider about some proper means, to avoid the im- 
pending danger. 

Malia. Alas! What is to be done ? My mind is 
(}uite perplexed ! I think it advisable to declare to all 
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the llajalis, that my daughter shall marry none ; but 
shall remain a virgin devotee all her lifetime. 

Adject. Ay, this plan will parry oil' tlie war ; but 
as it ivS contrary to the law, it wip not fail to expose 
You t(; the ridicule of the people, and to bring a 
perpetmd odium upon Your noble family. 

Malta, d’hat is right enough. The most vexatious, 
insurmountable dilUculty indeed! I can neither mar- 
ry her ‘to any Prince, nor keep her without marriage ! 
C'an you propose any method of extricating myself 
from this dilemma ? 

Adject. Yes, 1 think I can; but — 

Maha. Why are you embarrassed, my friend ? Tell 
me your mind freely. You know 1 have no other 
confident but you to depend upon in this delicate af- 
fair. 

Adjeet. Yes, 1 know ; and that alone is the cause 
of my hesitation and embarrassment. 

3Iaha. Strange paradox! How is that to be ac- 
counted for? 

Adjeet. Why, because the measure 1 would pro- 
pose to Y^ou is seemingly so horrible, that 1 cannot 
help trembling at the very thought of it. I attempt 
to speak, but the words die on my lips ; and yet I think 
the measure is indispensably necessary, and the only 
one we can adopt in this critical juncture. 

Malta. Pray, don’t\eep me in suspense : tell me 
any thing you think proper ; I am already prepared 
for the worst. 
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Jdjeet. 1 hmnbly request, Your Highness will 
pardon my boldness — Do You remember the cruel 
custom, which certain tribes of Khuttries observe, 
when the birth of a female child takes place in their 
families ? 

Maha. Ay : these wretches are said, to put their 
female children to death, for want of proper means, 
as they say, to settle them honourably in th,e world, 
when they are grown up. 

Jdjeet. Yes, that is it. This hint is, I think, 
quite enough. 1 need say no more. 

Maha. God be merciful ! hiow, 1 understand 
what you mean : you would have me follow this dia- 
bolical custom I Would you ? Oh, no ; never ! never ! 
My lovely Khhun Koovur is the dearest of all that I 
possess in the world. 1 will with all my heart, sa- 
crifice my own life, to save her’s ! 0 God ! even to 

think of this atrocious brutality, is worse than death ! 
Oh ! what made your heart all at once so dead to 
ewry feeling? Ah! my throat is choaked! No! 
1 can utter no more. 

Jdjeet, 1, knows and I have already told You, that 
the act is very cruel ; but the public good, and the 
honour of Your family, require, that we should have 
recourse to some bold measure, even against the feel- 
ings of nature. 

Maha. Enough, enough ! Hold your tongue ! 
This is brutal ferocity, surely ; yea, the brutes even 
will shame us. Ah ! never mind, let my kingdom 
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and every thing else go to ruin and destruction ; 
but let my Kishun Koovur live ! 

Adjeet. I own, Sir, these emotions are natural and 
praiseworthy in a good Prince, like You ; but the 
world. You know, is always busy in disappointing the 
just, and persecuting the innocent. 

Maha, Yes : but I hope, Divine Mercy will at 
last be manil'ested in the preservation of virtue. 

Adjeet. Oh chimerical hopes, founded on the old 
school -maxi ms ! I know the divine hands are as bu- 
sy in the ruin of innocence, as in that of piety. 

Maha. Well, what then? How can we help it? 

Adjeet. Why, Sir, when heaven afflicts us with its 
injustice, You must resort to the help of the Devil 
to counteract it ! Do You know what 1 mean ? 

Maha. Ay, very clearly ; but no, 1 would rather 
endure the afflicting hand of God, than be cured by 
the hand of the Devil. ( Exit ) 

Adjeet Sing, alone. 

A plague upon these obstacles! The Rajah is so 
obstinate and inflexible, that I cannot persuade 
him to coincide with my views. Is there not any o- 
ther way to put an end to the life of the Princess ? No, 
1 do not think it practicable, unless some one of her 
immediate female servants or relations can be brib- 
ed to assist me ; but wHoin could I employ ? The least 
imprudence in this matter will cost me my life I Is 
not Chandboi, the aunt of Kishm Koovur, the proper 
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person ? Yes, it is she only, who possesses manly cou- 
rage and expertness, an energetic mind, not com- 
mon to her sex ; but here she comes. 

Euler Chaudhoi. 

Ad'jp.et. You are well come Chaudhoi ; howdo'^mii 
do? Jt is long time since 1 have had tlie honour of 
seeing you. 

Chand. 1 am very well, 1 thank you, Sir; hut what 
was the purport of your long conference wuth His 
Highness my brother? 

Adjeet. Oh, Madam, the secret upon which w^e 
conversed together is of very great importance ; but 
the It'ma your brother is inconcei^’ably stubltoni, 
and as immoveable as a rock, and cannot be roused 
to any action whatever. 

Chand, Ay, that is his w^i'y ; })ut, will 5 'ou be so 
kind as to let me into the secret ? 

Adjeei. Yes, I will do it on condition, that you 
will promise me solemnly, not to di vulge it, and to 
assist me in this affair, as tar as it lies in your pow- 
er. 

Chand. Oh, upon my life, I will not abuse your 
confidence ; but only tell me what the matter is, that 
I may see whether I can in any way be useful to you. 

' 'A4jeet. As to the raatterj it appertains solely to 
the public good of the country : your familiarity with 
and your free access to the person of Kuhun Koovur 
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never leaves me any doubt, of your sueecss, if you 
will but lend your powerful aid. 

Chand. You still leave me in doubt ! Do you wish 
then to attain your objeet throu,'i;b the p;reat, but 
baneful influence of this hauglity rrincess with !ier 
hither the llajah ? 

Adjeet. No ; I desire to attain my object by the 
total e^vtiuction of bodi her iulluence, and her lib; 
at once. 

Chand. Do you ? That is very just. It is very true, 
she is a beautiful girl, but her pride is insnilbrable. 
Be that however as it may, tell me in what manner, 
her existence proves to be repugnant to the public 
welfare. 

Adjeet. Why, Mad;im, the hime ofher beauty, ha- 
ving rendered her the idol of all the Tiinees, has mul- 
tiplied the number of suitors amazingly; and the con- 
sequence is, that an everlasting war is very likely to 
ensue among them, and our poor country is going to 
be crushed under its deadly weight. Do you under- 
stand me now ? 

Chand. Ay, quite plainly ; but did you explain to 
my brother clearly, tliat the safety of bis country and* 
of himself depends entirely upon liis getting rid of 
his daughter ? 

Adjeet. Yes ; I ha^e exhausted all my rhetoric, 
and have almost silenced him by my arguments, and 
by pointing out to liim, the well known instance of 
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the Kliuttries putting their children to death, for the 
sake of their honour. 

Chand. Well, and what was the result ? 

Adject. Why, it was quite the reverse of what I 
had expected ; because, he seems to be resolved to 
preserve his daughter, at the expense of his honour, 
his dignity, his kingdom, and even of his own life. 

Chand. ]she? A poor wrong-headed Pij nee in- 
deed ! But, did he give you any reasons for his re- 
solution ? 

Adject. No ; none whatever. His head seems to 
be puzzled by some old foolish maxims of morality 
and religion, and a jargon of words which they con- 
tain ; because, he talks of the Divine Mercy, the re- 
wards and punishments in the next world, the ad- 
vantages of virtue and a good conscience, and many 
such things besides. 

Chand. Pugh ! Nonsense ! He must have imbibed 
these romantic notions from some idle bramins, T 
assure you ; but since he thinks so highly of the hap- 
piness of the next world, why does he hesitate to send 
his daughter thither a little sooner ? 

* Adjeet. Ha! ha! ha! Your reasons are very 
strong ; but your brother is so weak, that nothing 
can rouse him from his mental lethargy — and none 
can persuade him to act like It Prince : therefore let 
us give him up for lost, and for his sake and for his 
country’s, let us rather bestir ourselves in this affair, 
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and effect by our uniteul exertions Unit, which pure 
pliilanthropy requires of us. Do You know ? 

Chand. Yes, 1 do; and T know likewise liow to 
settle this business in the ^euteelest manner possible ; 
but the reward I cxpi^ct for my trouble must be pro- 
portionate to the risk 1 run in this ease. 

Jdjeet. Ay, to be sure; /f meer khan wiW take care 
of that.; But for the ju'csent accejit this from me, as 
a token of my esteem. (' Ghes her a punse full of gold 
mohurs ), 

Chand. I thank you tor your liberality. ( Exit ) 

Jdjeel. The appearances are promising, and in- 
dicate speedy success. I must lose no time to inform 
Jnieerkhan of what has passed : and this opportuni- 
ty must not be sutlered to slip. A })roper arrange- 
ment must be made about the reward, which he has 
efiercd me ; for these men of business wdll soon for- 
get their promises, ’ when they have attained their 
purpose. No! 1 will not be decehed tho’. As to 
Cliandboi, 1 have in the mean time satisfied her with 
some trifles ; and in regard to my other promises, 
she need not be over-sanguine. ( Exit j 

SCENE 111. AN ELEGANT APAKTMENT OF 
KISIIUN KOOVUR. 

Enter Khhun JCoovur and her maid. 

Kislnin. It is true, my Father intends to marry me 
soon to some virtuous Prince of his own choosing ; 
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but then I must have a new set of superior jewels, 
adorned with gems, which will suit the occasion, and 
set off my person to advantage. Don’t you think so ? 

Maid. Yes; those glittering pebbles are necessary 
to those only, who would dazzle the eyes of their 
lovers by the lustre of these stones ; because they 
know their persons alone are not capalde of doing 
it. But as for yow., whose charms are so captivating, 
I do not think you need any such auxiliaries' to en- 
chant the world. 

Khhiin. 1 thank you for your compliment ; but I 
doubt whether my intended husband will be of your 
opinion ? 

Maid. You may try if you like, and see whether 
there is any man in this world, who can be a proof 
against that pair of sparkling eyes. Is not that be- 
witching smile alone capable of melting any adaman- 
tine heart, though it be proof against every soft pas- 
sion ? 

Kishun. You may flatter me in any way you like, 
but the mirror tells me, that my face has nothing ex- 
traordinary in it. 

Maid. This your modesty and humility are the fi- 
nishing touches of heaven, which give your person 
an air of negligent beauty, equal to that of Venus, I 
assure you ; but here comes your aunt, she wishes 
perhaps to speak with you in private. I must retire 
BOW. f 
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Enter ChaniJboi with a grave melancholy countenance. 

Kiskitn. How do you do, my dear aunt ? What 
makes your bright visage so pale today ? 

Chand. Ay, my love, my health is as good as I 
can wish it to be ; but I am so dismayed by some 
unpropitious circumstances, that I cannot by any 
eflbrts whatever prevent my face from betraying the 
disorde»ed state of my mind. 

Kishiin. You frighten me, indeed ! Pray, will you 
be so kind as to let me know, what those circum- 
stances are ? 

Chand, Yes, i will ; but the very blood of my heart 
freezes within me, when 1 attempt to acquaint you 
with the cause of ray sorrow : tor the shock, which it 
must give to your mind, will be too violent to be 
borne by your tender frame. 

Kishun, Well, if it be so, I think it necessary, that 
I should insist on knowing it. 

Chand. Then, I must tell you plainly, that you 
alone are the sole cause of our misfortune ; for your 
extraordinary beauty, your good disposition, excel- 
lent sense and many other superior qualities, instead 
of being a blessing to our family, are unluckily be- 
come the scourge of whole Rajapootanah, so that the 
ruin of our country and family is inevitable. Do 
you understand ? 

Kishun. Not clearly. God have mercy ! I the 
cause of ruin? Howis tliat? 
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Chand. Be composed ; I will explain the matter 
fully. They say, tliat the fame ot your beauty and o- 
ther accomplishments, having multiplied the number 
of your suitors, who are Potentates of Rajapootanah, 
a yery destructive war is soon to break out among 
them, and our country and capital are very likely to 
fall a sacrifice to the rage of the parties ; and in con- 
sequence, the honour of our family is at stake; be- 
cause the furious inviiders will not fail to commit all 
sorts of excesses; and then, as- to the safety of our per- 
sons, what think you about it ? No ! for shame 1 can- 
not proceed farther— my voice fails me. 

Kishun. Now I understand your meaning. Alas ! 
1 am an unfortunate wretch ! Would to God, I had 
not been born at all in this family ! 

Chand. Oh, my dear, it would have been better in- 
deed ! But it is too late now to wish so ; all the members 
of our family are thrown into such a consternation, 
that they axe at a loss how to extricate themselves 
from the danger which threatens them. As to your 
parents, their grief knows no bounds; and they 
intend— no, my tongue denies me utterance. 

Kishun. Why do you hesitate, my dear aunt ? Go 
on, let me know the worst. What is their intention, 
pray ? 

Chand. Oh, my dear, I tremble at the very 
thought, but I cannot help rahptioning, Tligy seem 
to be determined to put aij end to their own existence ; 
because they know that death alone can rescue them 
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from the woeful misery of seeing, with their own eyes, 
the pillage of their capital, and the dishonourable 
treatment of their family. 

Kishun. God have mercy upon them ! These are 
most horrible news indeed ! But why did they not all 
this time inform me of these dreadful circumstances? 
Why are they so circumspect in their conversation 
with me ? 

Chand. They have their reasons to be so, because 
they dare not vex you, whom they love more than 
their life. 

Kishun, Very true ; that appears to be the case ; 
but is there not any way to prevent this misfor- 
tune ? May we not at least hope the intercession of 
Heaven in behalf of such virtuous parents ? f weeps ) 

Chand, Ah ! Poor, innocent, lovely creature ! Mow 
a-days, virtue being the victim of vice, and innocence 
a prey to intrigue, alas! we cannot expect any 
such miracle in our favour, (pretends to weep ) 

Kishun. Is God then so cruel, as to suffer us poor 
helpless creatures to perish by the injustice of our 
merciless enemies ? 

Chand, Why, is not the blindness of the divine 
decree become quite proverbial among the learned ? 
And does not the wrath of Heaven descend on both 
the criminal and innocent promiscuously ? Are not 
the most detestible barbarians and tyrants always 
victorious and prosperous in the world, while the 
poor are subjected to their tyrannical sway ? Are not 
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whole nations, which consii3it of good and wicked, 
either swept away by war and pestilence, or swal- 
lowed up by earthquakes or volcanoes ? Therefore, 
we must not cherish the foolish hopes of any help 
from above. 

Kishun. The most shocking truths indeed ! But 
what think you about the blessings, which are pro*- 
mised to the votaries of virtue in the next world ? 

Chand Ay, our books and brahmins always as- 
sure us, that -perfect happiness is not to be found in 
this, but only in the world to come. 

Kishun. Do they ? Then I think it will be both 
prudent and necessary to bid farewell to this mise* 
able world, and flee to the happy regions of para- 
dise. 

Chand, A very bold step indeed ! But it is not an 
uncommon one, in India ; because some virtuous in- 
dividuals of our sex burn themselves with their dead 
husbands, for fear of dishonour incident to widow- 
hood. Among us, you know, tliese are called Suttees. 

Kishun, Yes, now I think on it : your argument 
is a very decisive one. This noble instance of self- 
devotion and voluntary death of Suttees has strength- 
ened my resolution of finishing my wretched career. 

Chand. Oh, mercy on me ! Are you thou resolved 
to put an end to your life ? . 

Kishun. I am ; because nothing else can save the 
life of my parents, the state of Oodaipoor, and the 
honour of my noble famUy* 
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Chand. Ah ! What do I hear ? Every one of 5'our 
words pierces my heart, like a fiery arrow. I will most 
willingly sacrifice my own life to save your’s ; but 
alas ! ( pretends to weep ) it will not avail any thing. 

Kishun. Now, my dear aunt, you shall not die, it 
is I that deserve it ; because I am charged with the 
capital crime of having beauty, (weeps) 

Chan^. No, my dear, can I screen this valuable 
gem, this angel, from the eyes of people by flight ? 
No vain attempt can conceal her shining beauty ! 

Kishun. My beauty, call it rather my misfortune : 
it is my malady. And I am resolved to be cured of 
it by a dose or two of poison. Yes, that is the surest 
specific. Will you be so kind as to procure me a potion 
of it ? 

Chand. I to procure you poison ? Mercy on me ! 
No, I dare not even think of it. (tremhles) 

K^ishun, Pshaw, my dear aunt, do not indulge 
this weakness ; throw it aside, and be useful to me 
this last time. I am resolved to surpass Suttee by my 
courage ; come, make haste, go and fetch me a chalice 
of powerful poison. Won’t you ? 

Chand. my dear, 1 will not; I would rather 
di^ than to render you this dismal service. 

Kishun, Well, then, if you deprive me of these 
gentle means, thf^olgnard may as well decide my 
fate ; but no, I caiinot handle it well ; the tank or weH, 
any thing will serve my purpose, you know ? 
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Chand. Ah! Is it come to that extremity? Well, 
then, I will go, and bring the chalice : let ns both 
taste it at once, and leave this world together. ( a- 
side ) This scene affects me in spite of myself. My 
heart begins to palpitate violently ! But no, since I 
have begun, I must finish it. ( Goes and returns with 
a chalice^ which she Jills and presents to Kishun Koo- 
vur ) 

Kishun, (tothecwp) Well, my friend, I' choose 
thee as the safest vehicle, to carry me to the next 
world! 0 woeful world! Adieu to thee and thy mi- 
series, for ever ! ( drinks). Ay, it is as bitter as my 
life ! Well, my dear aunt, fill me another. 

Chand. {Fills another cup, with tears in her eyes ) 
Oh my dear, I will not survive you, {attempts to car- 
ry it to her mouth, under pretence of drinkinp it her- 
self; hut Kishun Kooour snatches it from her ) 

Kishun. No, my dear aunt, you shall live, and let 
my parents know, that I die for them and their 
country. Do you know ? 0 God ! have mercy up- 
on my soul {drinks). Ah! It operates already. 
Strange sensations ! I know death approaches ; but 
enough. Give me more— 

{Chandbui gives her a third cup, which Kishun 
Koovur applies to her mouth, escclaiminy a^iid, wUh 
a faltering voice ). Oh God ! Yuh is the marriage to 
which I was foredoome4* {drinks, faUs oomulsed 
m her pillop, and dies. Chandboi rushes out of the 
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apaniment, and gives the alarm of the sudden death 
of the Pi tncess ) 

Enter Queen, with some of her female aUendmk. 

Queen. Oh ! my Kishun Koovur, my dear, my lore, 
my angel, where art thou gone ^ Why hdst thou left 
me behind? Wilt not thou speak with me ? Oh! What 
has become of thy sweet words ? Where .11 e thy snulcs ? 
Alas ! Every thing is hushed in deadly silence I All 
is over ' My hopes are frustrated ! J am undone * I 
am ruined I No, I can’t enduie! Gloomy darkness 
surrounds me every where! I can see nothing— f she 
falls down m a deep swoon, and is earned away by 
her servants.) 

SCENE CHANGES TO A GREAT PLACE OP AUDIENCE, 
CROWDED BY COURTIERS, SERVANTS, &C, 

Enter MahaRanah, supported by Adjeet Sing and servants, 
sobbing : his face bedewed with tears, which 
flow in torrents Jrom his eyes. 

Maha. {leaning on his pillow) 0 ^ Adgeet Sing! 
Why did God hurl such dreadful thunder upon my 
head ? Alas I What could have been her motive in kil- 
ling herself by poison? 

Adjeet. God knows, what it was; but it is more 
lhan prop ab^ . that beings jhU informed of the dan- 
ger9> is threatened on her 

^ecoupt, s% this way of putting 

an end to all our troubles, 

at once. ^ ^ " f 
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MtUer the Chkj of Kar^^i^r, Sn^dti 

hrmtiiiess. 

■^ V fc 

Sugvan. {To Maha Rauh) h tte Princess deid 
er alive? 

Jdj^et, Do not disturb the grief of a father )r 
a lost child. 

Svgmn^ (Unbuckling sword, which toith his shield 
he lays at the feet of Maha Ranah) My ancestors 
have serve^J Your’s more than thirty generations, and 
to You I cannot utter what I feel j but the^e arms 
shall new wore be used in Your sWice, ( To Adject 
Sky) A# for thee, villain, who hast brought this ig- 
nolOiny upon the Rajapoot name, may the curse of 
.a fii^er fight upon thee I Mayest thoo die childless ! 

( Exeunt.) 


THE END, 




